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IFC-IOR is premised on mutual collaboration and cooperation and aims to advance maritime safety and security 

in the Indian Ocean Region. The Centre aims to work closely with national and regional agencies as well as like-

minded organisations/ Centres to generate comprehensive Maritime Domain Awareness. The mutual 

collaboration is further enhanced with the presence of International Liaison Officers (ILOs) from partners nations 

positioned at the Centre. The Monthly Maritime Security Update (MMSU) is a comprehensive effort by the 

Centre to generate an overarching picture to assist the maritime community in better understanding of the 

maritime challenges and threats in the region. While the various maritime security threats are monitored on a daily 

basis by the integrated team with ILOs, and is disseminated through the IFC-IOR website, the maritime security 

analysis culminates in the form of monthly MMSU. The maritime security incidents for the duration of 01 Oct – 

31 Oct 20 have been categorised under the following heads:- 

 (a)   Piracy and Armed Robbery 

 (c)   Contraband Smuggling 

 (e)   Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 

 (g)   Natural Events  

(b)  Maritime Terrorism  

(d)  Irregular Human Migration                                                            

(f)   Maritime Incidents 

(h)  Environmental Security 

            

 

 

A total of 199 incidents were monitored in the wider Indian Ocean Region in the month of Oct 20. Maritime 

incidents comprised nearly one third of the total and were followed by Contraband Smuggling, Irregular Human 

Migration, IUU fishing and Piracy & Armed Robbery.   

 

Additionally, the Centre also monitors the maritime traffic in IOR. As per data observed, in 2019 approximately 

1,45,000 vessels were observed to be operating in the region. At any given instant, an average of 11,000-12,000 

distinct vessels have been observed in IOR, though in the month of Oct 20, the number has been observed to be 

around 13,600. 

SCOPE 

OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS 
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Piracy & Armed Robbery IUU Fishing Irregular Human Migration Contraband Smuggling Maritime Incidents Maritime Terrorism 
 

* GoG – Focus on only Piracy & Armed Robbery incidents; Mediterranean – Focus on only IHM incidents  

The maritime security situation in the wider Indian Ocean region has been monitored under various maritime security threat 

categories for the month of Oct 20. 
 

• Piracy & Armed Robbery – There was a 60 % increase in the number of incidents monitored by the Centre in Oct 20 as 

compared to Sep 20. As seen in the previous months, maximum incidents were monitored in Gulf of Guinea followed by six 

incidents of actual & attempted sea thefts onboard vessels underway in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore, two suspicious 

approaches in Gulf of Aden, a sea theft off Kakinada, India and an attempted sea theft off Dumai anchorage, Indonesia. One 

kidnapping incident involving kidnap of one crew member (Filipino) was reported in Gulf of Guinea. The 120 % increase in 

reported incidents across various countries in GoG as compared to Sep 20, goes on-to to reaffirm the analysis by various maritime 

agencies/ analysts that the region is the new global piracy hot spot. A positive sign is the decrease in incidents reported close shore 

off Nigeria and Benin, due to proactive measures by NIMASA in Nigeria and Benin government’s orders for compulsory presence 

of armed security team onboard vessels operating in local waters. However, continued reporting of kidnappings & attacks at 

extended ranges from the coast remains a concern. Based on the past trends, the situation is likely to worsen in the post 

monsoon months. While the increase in number of incidents onboard vessels underway in the eastbound lane of TSS remains a 

concern for the Asian region, they pose no imminent risk to mariners as they have been categorised as petty thefts by ReCAAP.  

• Contraband Smuggling – The month of Oct 20 witnessed a 30% increase in the reported incidents as compared to Sep 20. 

This is the highest number of reported incidents in a single month since Jan 20. The incidents reported in Oct 20 marks a 155 % 

increase from May 20. Major drugs seized included Cannabis, Heroin and Methamphetamine. The high reporting may be 

attributed to continued impact of COVID-19 on the traditional  land/ air routes & use of sea routes by the traffickers as a 

possible alternative and increased reporting of seizures of turmeric as contraband (banned import commodity) off Sri 

Lanka. 

• IUU Fishing – The Centre recorded a 25 % decrease in the reported incidents in Oct 20 as compared to Sep 20. This is the 

lowest number of incidents reported since Jun 20 and may be attributed to a 66 % drop in reported incidents of local IUU fishing 

off Bahrain and Sri Lanka. With a share of 33 % out of the total IUU incidents, poaching undertaken by foreign fishermen is 

similar to the trend observed in 2020. The local IUU involved incidents using banned nets, trawling and dynamite explosives. 

Some fishermen were apprehended for fishing during the period of seasonal fishing ban. Poaching was reported in India, 

Indonesia, Malaysia, South Africa and Thailand.    

• IHM Incidents – There was a 16 % decrease in the IHM incidents as compared to the previous month. About 48% of the 

reported incidents were recorded off Mayotte, 31% across the Mediterranean and remining off Djibouti, Oman and SE Asia. The 

highest reported single month crossings off Mayotte and continued higher crossings in the Mediterranean (partly due to 

favourable weather conditions), highlight the dire economic condition of the migrants which possibly was further 

exacerbated by COVID-19.   

• Maritime Incidents – The Centre monitored a minor decrease in the reported maritime incidents from Sep 20. The 

incidents that involved capsizing and sinking of vessels was the lowest since Jun 20 and may be attributed to improved sea 

conditions after the monsoon season. Attention of the mariners is drawn to the monthly weather forecast uploaded on the Centre’s 

website which may be useful while planning a passage in the region.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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  PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY 

21 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual as well as attempted) were recorded by the Centre for the month of 

Oct 20.  Majority of the incidents were reported in the Gulf of Guinea followed by the Straits of Singapore and 

Malacca, suspicious approaches in Gulf of Aden and the waters of Bay of Bengal. This is the highest number of 

reported incidents since Jun 20, which could be attributable to improved sea conditions post monsoon season.  

Incidents in GoG – 11 incidents were recorded in GoG area in Oct 20, which is a 120% increase from Sep 20. One 

incident of kidnapping was reported in the month, which was the 19th such incident since Jan 20. Atleast one incident 

of kidnapping was reported in each month since the beginning of 2020.   The kidnapping of a crew member from 

the port terminal off Equatorial Guinea complicates the maritime security situation in the region. Three incidents 

were reported at extended ranges (115 nm, 172 nm and 183 nm) from the coast. A major positive sign is the 

successful thwarting of two attempts of kidnap for ransom, owing to crew retreating into citadel in accordance 

with BMP guidelines.   

Sea Theft Incidents in SOMS – Six incidents (one actual and five attempted Sea Thefts) were reported in the Straits of 

Malacca and Singapore. The occurrence of all six incidents in the eastbound lane of the TSS, which is the new trend 

in 2020, remains a challenge for this region. 24 out of 28 incidents since Jan 20 were reported in the eastbound lane 

of the TSS.   

Incidents in South and SE Asia – In addition to six incidents in SOMS, one attempted sea theft was reported off 

Dumai anchorage, Indonesia and an incident of sea theft was reported off Kakinada.   
Incidents in GoA/ Somalia – Two incidents of Suspicious Approach were reported in the GoA during Oct 20. As per 

the earlier reports from UKMTO/ MSCHOA & DNK-IOC, these are likely to be Yemeni Coast Guard boats or 

fishing vessels in area which were incorrectly identified as suspicious boats.   
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The following piracy and armed robbery incidents were monitored in the region in the month of Oct 20: - 

 

• Suspicious Approach/ Off Abidjan, Cote D’Ivorie/ 01 Oct 20.                                                         (GoG) 

                                 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Liberia flagged fishing vessel LIBERTY GRACE approx    

172 nm South West of Abidjan on 01 Oct 20. Reportedly, a blue skiff with three perpetrators onboard closed the vessel to 

less than 03 nm. Subsequently, the fishing vessel raised the alarm and carried out evasive manoeuvres to increase the 

distance from the speedboat. The skiff was reportedly lost from visual sight and radar of the vessel after 20 mins. The 

crew and vessel were reported to be safe.  

 

• Sea Theft/ Off Monrovia, Liberia/ 01 Oct 20.                                                          (GoG)                                             

                             

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged tanker NORD STEADY whilst moored at BMC Pier, 

Monrovia on 01 Oct 20. A duty crew member on routine rounds reportedly noticed a perpetrator on the forecastle. 

Subsequently, the alarm was raised and the local security guards were alerted. Upon sighting the duty crew member, the 

perpetrator escaped by jumping overboard, and stole the ship-to-ship messenger rope that was on the deck. Reportedly, a 

search was conducted onboard which confirmed no additional items were stolen. The incident was reported to the Coast 

Guard and Port Authorities. The crew was reported to be safe. 

 

• Suspicious Approach/ Off Al Mukalla, Yemen/ 04 Oct 20.                                                                            (GoA) 

                                           

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Malta flagged tanker ANDROMEDA off Al Mukalla, Yemen 

on 04 Oct 20. Reportedly, two skiffs with four to five personnel onboard each skiff followed by a big fishing vessel 

(suspected to be mothership) attempted to approach the tanker. Weapons were reported to be sighted onboard the skiffs. 

Armed Security Team onboard the tanker fired warning shots resulting in the skiffs aborting the attack. Vessel and the 

crew members were reported to be safe. 

 

• Sea Theft/ Off Kakinada, India/ 04 Oct 20.                                                                                   (Bay of Bengal) 

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged offshore support vessel (NAME WITHHELD) off 

Kakinada anchorage on 04 Oct 20. Reportedly, the duty crew noticed a perpetrator on the forecastle and raised the alarm. 

The perpetrator jumped off the vessel and boarded a small boat with two perpetrators already onboard. A search was 

conducted onboard the vessel and a mooring rope was reported to be missing. The crew was reported to be safe. 

SUMMARY OF PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY INCIDENTS 

Comments.  This is the first incident of piracy and armed robbery reported off Monrovia in Liberia in 2020. The 

previous incident off Monrovia was reported in Jul 19. Two incidents were reported in the area in 2019. The 

difference in the reported incidents of 2019 and 2020 is in the carriage of weapons. While both incidents in 2019, 

involved carriage of weapons by the perpetrators, no weapons were sighted in this incident. Similar to the earlier 

incidents of 2019, there was no violence against the crew members and only mooring ropes were stolen by the 

perpetrators.  

Bay of Bengal Focus 

 

There were nine incidents reported in Bay of Bengal since Jan 20, which is significantly higher as compared to three 

incidents reported in the entire year of 2019. No incidents were reported in the Bay of Bengal in Jan 20, Apr 20, Jun 

20, Aug 20 and Sep 20. Five incidents were reported in Feb 20 and one each incident was reported in Mar 20, May 

20, Jul 20 and Oct 20. Of the nine incidents in 2020, seven incidents were reported at anchorages (three in 

Bangladesh and four in India) and two incidents were reported on vessels berthed in ports (one each in each in 

Bangladesh and India). The incidents can be categorised as petty thefts involving loss of ropes, oil drums and some 

spares. Although, in three incidents the perpetrators were armed with knives, there were no reports of violence or 

any injury to crew members.  

Proactive actions by local enforcement agencies led to successful arrest of perpetrators in the incident at Chittagong 

anchorage in Mar 20. Maritime enforcement agencies have been undertaking proactive measures to check the 

nuisance of petty thefts. 
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• Sea Theft/ Off Pointe Noire Anchorage, Congo/ 06 Oct 20.                                                                        (GoG) 

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Liberia flagged containership LYME BAY off the Pointe Noire anchorage, 

Congo on 06 Oct 20. Reportedly, the perpetrators boarded the vessel, stole 280 ltrs of paint and escaped. Subsequently, 

the incident was reported to the Pointe Noire port authorities. The crew was reported to be safe. 

 

• Attempted Sea Robbery/ Off Lagos Port, Nigeria/ 09 Oct 20.                                                           (GoG)       

                                                                

An incident of attempted sea robbery was reported onboard a Malta flagged product tanker BASAT off the port of Lagos, 

Nigeria on 09 Oct 20. The incident took place while the tanker was berthed and engaged in cargo operations. Reportedly, 

the vessel was approached by two armed perpetrators onboard two boats and they were suspected to have boarded the 

vessel from the bow. On sighting the perpetrators, an alarm was raised, the crew retreated to the citadel. The perpetrators 

reportedly disembarked the vessel upon hearing the alarm and being noticed. Subsequently, a search was conducted 

onboard and nothing was reported to be stolen.  

 

• Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Pulau Bintan, Indonesia/ 11 Oct 20.                                                            (SOMS)       

 

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard an Iran flagged bulk carrier GANJ off Pulau Bintan, Indonesia 

on 11 Oct 20. The vessel was reportedly boarded by three perpetrators while underway in the Eastbound lane of Traffic 

Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits and escaped upon being sighted by the crew. A search was conducted 

onboard and nothing was reported stolen. The crew was reported to be safe. The incident was reported to the Singapore 

Vessel Traffic Information System (VTIS) and the vessel continued her transit to the next port of call. 

 

• Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Johor, Malaysia/ 13 Oct 20.                                                                      (SOMS) 

 

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged chemical tanker FSL NEW YORK off Johor, 

Malaysia on 13 Oct 20. The vessel was reportedly boarded by the perpetrators while it was underway in the Eastbound 

lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. The perpetrators were sighted in the engine room of the 

vessel and escaped upon being sighted. A search was conducted onboard and nothing was reported to be stolen. The crew 

was reported to be safe. 

 

• Sea Theft/ Off Tanjung Pergam, Indonesia/ 13 Oct 20.                                                                               (SOMS)       

                                  

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Liberia flagged bulk carrier IAN M off Tanjung Pergam, Indonesia on   

13 Oct 20. The vessel was boarded by three perpetrators while it was underway in the Eastbound lane of Traffic 

Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits enroute to China. The alarm was raised and a search was conducted onboard. 

The crew could not sight any perpetrators onboard. One lifebuoy and several welding rods were reported to be missing. 

The crew was reported to be safe and the vessel continued her transit to the next port of call.  

 

• Suspicious Approach/ Off Conakry, Guinea/ 15 Oct 20.                                                                                (GoG)       

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard an anchored tanker (NAME WITHHELD) off Conakry, Guinea 

on 15 Oct 20. Reportedly, four armed personnel onboard a fishing boat closed the tanker to less than one nm. The 

Guinean armed guards fired warning shots at the approaching boat. The presence of armed guards forced the perpetrators 

to abort the appraoch. The crew and the vessel were reported to be safe. 

 

• Sea Robbery/ Off Conakry, Guinea/ 16 Oct 20.                                                                                        (GoG) 

 

An incident of sea robbery was reported onboard a Belize flagged bulk carrier AMANO-T off Conakry Anchorage, 

Guinea on 16 Oct 20. The vessel was reportedly boarded by four perpetrators armed with knives and weapons. 

Reportedly, the armed perpetrators stole ship’s stores and escaped from the vessel. The crew was reported to be safe and 

the incident was reported to the port authorities. 
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• Illegal Boarding/ Off Lome, Togo/ 17 Oct 20.                                                                                         (GoG)                                                             

 

An incident of illegal boarding was reported onboard a Hong Kong-flagged tanker PTI NILE off Lome, Togo on            

17 Oct 20. Reportedly, several perpetrators armed with guns approached the tanker in more than two skiffs and boarded 

the vessel about 115 nm South of Lome. It was reported that the vessel carried out evasive manoeuvres to delay the 

boarding and all crew members retreated to the citadel. The incident was reported to the Togo Navy and a Naval vessel 

was dispatched to assist the tanker. The crew of the tanker reportedly retreated from the citadel, post arrival of Togo 

Navy team on 18 Oct 20. The crew were reported to be safe, however, one each walkie-talkie, laptop and mobile phone 

were reported to be stolen. The Togolese Naval patrol vessel P763 AGOU escorted the tanker to Lome. 

 

• Kidnap/ Off Malabo, Equatorial Guinea/ 17 Oct 20.                                                                            (GoG) 

 

An incident of kidnap was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged LNG carrier METHANE PRINCESS off the Punta 

Europa Terminal, Malabo on 17 Oct 20. Reportedly, the vessel was attacked by perpetrators, while the tanker was 

departing from the terminal. The general alarm was raised and the crew members reportedly retreated to the citadel. Two 

crew members (Filipinos) on the jetty were reportedly abducted, however, one crew member managed to escape and 

sustained injuries. Subsequently, the Equatorial Guinea Navy vessels arrived at the scene to render assistance. The LNG 

carrier departed the terminal to her next port of call. 

Update on Release of Crew in Gulf of Guinea 

 05 Oct 20. As per reports, five sailors (three Russian, one Ukrainian and one Equatorial Guinea national), who were 

kidnapped on 09 May 20 from RIO MITONG and DJIBLOHO in the Gulf of Guinea were released on 05 Oct 20. 

They were released in River State (Nigeria) after being held in captivity for 150 days.   

17 Oct 20. As per reports, the Master and the Chief engineer (both South Korean nationals) abducted from the 

Ghana-flagged fishing trawler AP 703 on 28 Aug 20, were released in Bayelsa (Nigeria) after 45 days of captivity. 

31 Oct 20.  The Russian crew members abducted from the Liberian flagged reefer WATER PHOENIX on 08 Sep 20 

off Lagos, Nigeria, were reportedly released on 31 Oct 20.  

 

Comments.  Two incidents of piracy and armed robbery were reported off Conakry in Guinea in Oct 20. The 

incidents were reported within a 24 hour interval, with the first incident on 15 Oct 20. Earlier, one each incident of 

sea theft and sea robbery were reported off Conakry in May 20 and Jun 20 respectively. Some of the observations are 

as follows:- 

➢ Three out of four incidents reported since Jan 20, involved sighting of weapons with the perpetrators. The 

weapons carried included knives and guns.  
➢ Violence against the crew members was reported in the incident in Jun 20. The Master, two officers, duty 

deckhand and the ship’s agent were reportedly beaten up by the armed perpetrators.  
➢ The suspicious approach reported on 15 Oct 20 was thwarted due to presence of Guinean Armed Guards 

onboard the vessel. The armed perpetrators aborted the approach after warning shots were fired. .  
➢ The stolen items include ship’s stores and personal belongings of the crew like money, mobiles and laptops.   

Presence of weapons in 75% of the incidents and the violence against crew in one of the incidents remains a concern. 

Successful thwarting of the approach by the armed guards highlights the likely importance of AST and vessels 

operating in the area are encouraged to follow the safety guidelines promulgated in the BMP for West Africa 

published by the industry.  

Comments. As per a report published by Dryad Global, MT PTI NILE was on a Northerly transit enroute to Lomé 

when she was attacked by the armed perpetrators. Reportedly, the vessel was transiting with MT MAERSK 

NAVIGATOR about 4.5 nm to her West (port side of MT PTI NILE) on a parallel heading. It was observed that MT 

PTI NILE conducted evasive manoeuvres to her starboard side initially before coming to a halt and was then 

boarded.  

The timely reporting of the incident to the concerned authorities and the assistance rendered by the Togolese 

Naval team is a positive factor and would go a long way in addressing the rising incidents of piracy and armed 

robbery in the region. However, the reporting of incidents at extended ranges from the coast needs considerable 

attention to ensure safety of the vessels and sea farers. 

 

 

 

 

. 
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• Sea Theft/ Off Pointe Noire Anchorage, Congo/ 19 Oct 20.                                                                           (GoG)               

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged container vessel MAERSK RUBICON while anchored 

at the Pointe Noire anchorage, Congo on 19 Oct 20. The vessel was reportedly boarded by three or four perpetrators. The 

crew members sighted the perpetrators on the forecastle, raised the alarm and subsequently retreated into the citadel. 

Subsequently, the Port Control was notified via VHF Ch16 and a Coast Guard patrol vessel was dispatched to the 

anchorage. A search was conducted onboard and two mooring ropes were reported to be stolen. The crew was reported to 

be safe.  

 

• Illegal Boarding/ Off Santa Catarina, Sao Tome and Principe/ 22 Oct 20.                                                (GoG)               

 

An incident of illegal boarding was reported onboard a Panama flagged product tanker ERRINA off 183 nm West 

Northwest of Santa Catarina, São Tomé and Príncipe on 22 Oct 20. Authorities reported that SSAS was activated by the 

vessel whilst in transit in the area. The tanker was reportedly boarded by six armed perpetrators, who, ransacked the 

crew's cabins and destroyed items of bridge equipment. All crew members retreated to the citadel and were reported to be 

safe. A Nigerian patrol vessel escorted the vessel to Lagos, Nigeria. 

 

• Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Pulau Batam, Indonesia/ 25 Oct 20.                                                                  (SOMS)               

 

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Marshall Island flagged bulk carrier SEA JOURNEY off Pulau 

Batam, Indonesia on 25 Oct 20. The perpetrators boarded the vessel while it was underway in the Eastbound lane of the 

Traffic Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. Reportedly, the vessel informed VTIS East that a perpetrator was 

Comments 

 

➢ As per an analysis prepared by Stable Seas for the Centre, considering that the location of the attack on 

METHANE PRINCESS is also off Malabo, it is highly likely that the same group responsible for the kidnappings of 

crew from the RIO MITONG and DJIBLOHO was responsible for this kidnapping.  

 

➢ As per a report of IMB-PRC, there has been a rise in incidents of piracy and armed robbery in the Gulf of 

Guinea, in the first ten months of 2020. It was reported that there was a 40% increase in the number of kidnappings 

compared with the same period in 2019. It was observed that the perpetrators armed with guns and knives have 

abducted bigger groups of seafarers, further offshore from the West African coast. The incident of kidnapping 

onboard METHANE PRINCESS is the 19th reported incident in the Gulf of Guinea since Jan 20.  

 

➢ As per a periodic report published by DNK-IOC, the region historically witnesses a rise in incidents of piracy 

and armed robbery including kidnappings, post completion of rainy season in September. This could be attributable 

to improved sea conditions which make small boat operations feasible. It is highly likely that these operations at 

extended ranges from the coast are being conducted by organised groups with the presence of mother ships to support 

small boat operations.  

Comments.  This is the second incident of sea theft reported off Pointe Noire, Congo in Oct 20. Since Jan 20, five 

incidents of sea theft and one suspicious approach were reported off Congo. Key salients of the incidents are as 

follows: - 

➢ Four incidents (three sea theft and one suspicious approach) were reported off Pointe Noire. The remaining 

two were reported off Banana anchorage. Mar 20 and Aug 20 witnessed one each incident and two each 

incidents were reported in May 20 and Oct 20. 
➢ All five incidents of sea theft were reported onboard container vessels off Pointe Noire and Banana 

anchorages.  
➢ None of the incidents involved carriage/ usage of weapons. Also, there were no reports of violence against the 

crew members by the perpetrators.  
➢ The stolen items include mooring ropes, paint drums and paint thinner.  

 

Based on the nature of incidents, these may be considered as petty thefts. It is likely that the perpetrators targeted 

opportunistic vessels at the anchorages. The Centre did not monitor any reports indicating the presence of organised 

criminal groups in the area.   
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sighted in the vicinity of the entrance of the engine room. Subsequently, the general alarm was raised and a search was 

conducted onboard the vessel. The crew was reported to be safe and nothing was reported to be stolen.  

 

• Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Pulau Batam, Indonesia / 25 Oct 20.                                                                (SOMS)               

 

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Liberia flagged bulk carrier A RACER off Pulau Batam, 

Indonesia on 25 Oct 20. The perpetrators boarded the vessel while it was underway in the Eastbound lane of the Traffic 

Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. Reportedly, the vessel was alerted by VTIS East about the presence of an 

unknown craft alongside the vessel. The Master reportedly sighted five perpetrators onboard the vessel. Subsequently, the 

general alarm was raised and a search was conducted onboard. No items were reported to be stolen and the crew was 

reported to be safe.  

 

• Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Pulau Batam, Indonesia / 26 Oct 20.                                                                 (SOMS)               

 

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Cyprus flagged bulk carrier EL MATADOR off Pulau Batam, 

Indonesia on 26 Oct 20. The perpetrators boarded the vessel while it was underway in the Eastbound lane of the Traffic 

Separation Scheme in the Singapore Straits. Reportedly, the vessel was alerted by VTIS East about the presence of an 

unknown craft alongside the vessel. The Master reported sighting of three perpetrators in the engine room. Subsequently, 

the general alarm was raised and four perpetrators were noticed escaping the vessel. The vessel was diverted to an 

Indonesian anchorage and a search was conducted by the Indonesian Navy for presence of any perpetrators. The Naval 

team did not sight any perpetrators and nothing was reported to be stolen. The crew members were reported to be safe.  

Trend Analysis of Recent Incidents in the TSS of SOMS 

 

Six incidents of Piracy and Armed Robbery were reported in the month of Oct 20 in the Straits of Malacca and 

Singapore (SOMS). This is the highest number of incidents reported in a single month in 2020. The month-wise 

record of reported incidents is shown in the graph below: - 

 

 
 

 The trends specific to the incidents in Oct 20 and common trends observed since Jan 20 are as follows: - 

 

➢ This is the third time in 2020, where two or more incidents were reported in quick succession. Earlier, two each 

incidents were reported on 29 Aug 20 and 13/ 14 Oct 20.  

➢ All six incidents in Oct 20 were reported in the East bound lane of the TSS. 24 out of 28 incidents in 2020 were 

observed in the east bound lane. Only one incident was reported in the west bound lane of the TSS. Two incidents 

were observed in the precautionary area and one incident was reported just South of the TSS.  

➢ This further reaffirms the observation reported by this Centre in earlier reports, that there exists the 

possibility that the perpetrators are seeking cover from the small islands South of TSS and attempting attacks on 

vessels transiting in the east bound lane.  

➢ As per an assessment of DNK-IOC in a recent report, there are still groups involved in theft at sea, operating 

from various islands south of TSS, directly overlooking the straits.  

➢ Only one incident involved loss of ship’s stores which included a lifebuoy and welding rods.  No items were 

reported stolen in five incidents in Oct 20. This confirms the categorisation of these incidents as petty thefts and the 

recent spike may possibly be attributable to economic hardships due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

➢ VTIS has been proactive in alerting the vessels transiting in the TSS about the presence of unidentified boats 

in vicinity. 

➢ Enhanced vigilance is being exercised by all littorals and proactive action is being undertaken involving 

necessary navigational broadcasts on receipt of any report of suspicious activity.  
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• Attempted Boarding/ Off Luanda, Angola/ 26 Oct 20.                                                                                   (GoG)               

 

An incident of attempted boarding was reported onboard an offshore supply vessel (NAME WITHHELD) off Luanda 

Anchorage, Angola on 26 Oct 20. Reportedly, five perpetrators onboard a wooden boat approached and came alongside 

the anchored vessel. Reportedly, the crew noticed the boat and one perpetrator attempting to board the vessel. 

Subsequently, the general alarm was raised and the crew was mustered. The perpetrators aborted the attempted boarding 

and escaped. The incident was reported to port authorities and the crew was reported to be safe. 

 

• Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Dumai Anchorage, Indonesia/ 28 Oct 20.                                            (Malacca Strait)               

 

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Panama flagged product tanker SG FRIENDSHIP at Dumai 

Anchorage, Indonesia on 28 Oct 20. Reportedly, the duty AB noticed wet footsteps on the poop deck and saw an 

unauthorised perpetrator escaping from the vessel. The perpetrator reportedly gained access to the tanker using a bamboo 

pole. Additionally, three perpetrators were waiting in a boat near the tanker. The crew was reported to be safe and the 

incident was reported to the local authorities. 

 

• Suspicious Approach/ Off Yemen, Gulf Of Aden/ 29 Oct 20.                                                                        (GoA)               

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Saint Vincent and the Grenadines flagged service vessel 

CYATHEA off Yemen, Gulf of Aden on 29 Oct 20. Reportedly, the vessel was approached by one skiff with four 

perpetrators and two outboard motors. The skiff closed the vessel to about 08 cables. Subsequently, AST displayed 

weapons and the skiff turned away. The crew and the vessel were reported to be safe. 
   

                Near -Term Mitigation of Piracy in the Gulf of Guinea 

 

 

 

➢ A new publication – ‘Near-Term Mitigation of Piracy in the Gulf of Guinea’ 

has been launched by Stable Seas on 15 Oct 20. In partnership with former Oceans 

Beyond Piracy Director, Jon Huggins, Stable Seas convened a small group of 

maritime stakeholders to develop near-term actions to deter piracy and armed 

robbery incidents in the Gulf of Guinea.  

 
➢ While the regionally developed and managed Yaoundé Code of Conduct has 

yielded progress in maritime security in the region, much of the Yaoundé 

Architecture hinges on longer-term plans to build regional capacity, which is still 

maturing.  

 
➢ Meanwhile, piracy and armed robbery continues to pose a threat to vessels 

transiting the region. The recommendations included in the study are intended to 

complement the initiatives enshrined in the Yaoundé Code of Conduct and 

subsequent Yaoundé Architecture. 

 
➢ Stable Seas supports a comprehensive and sustainable solution to maritime 

insecurity in the Gulf of Guinea, based on regionally-led strategies such as the 

Yaoundé Code of Conduct.  

 
➢ The study identified cross-sector agreement on the threat level as a necessary 

precondition for success, in addition to reaching a common understanding of 

regional interpretations of maritime boundaries and their effect on international 

cooperation, private security schemes and prosecution of detainees and a move 

from multi-lateral to multi-stakeholder co-operation, especially related to the 

conduct of the G7++ and/ or Friends of the Gulf of Guinea fora.  
The publication can be accessed on the following link: 

https://stableseas.org/sites/default/files/near_term_mitigation_of_piracy_in_the_gu

lf_of_guinea.pdf  
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 CONTRABAND SMUGGLING 

51 contraband smuggling incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Oct 20. Majority of the incidents 

were related to drug smuggling followed by tobacco and domestic product smuggling.  This is the highest number 

of reported incidents since Jan 20. The sharp rise in overall number of incidents could possibly be due to a 

continued impact of COVID-19 and travel restrictions being imposed again in several countries.    

Drug Seizures – The number of reported drug seizures (22) in Oct 20 remained same as Sep 20. This is the joint 

highest (same as Jun 20 & Sep 20) reported incidents since Jan 20. Major drugs seized along with quantity were 

Heroin (2204kg), Tobacco (1693kg), Cannabis (651kg) and Methamphetamine (533kg).  

Domestic Product Smuggling – 10 incidents of domestic product smuggling were reported in Oct 20 which included 

nine seizures of turmeric by Sri Lankan (05) and Indian (04) authorities. The Centre monitored a seizure of about 

10600kg of turmeric in the nine reported incidents.  

Natural Resource Smuggling – Two incidents involving seizure of 600kg of ketum leaves were reported by 

Malaysian authorities.  

Cigarette Smuggling – 10 incidents of cigarette smuggling were reported which is the highest since Jan 20. Majority 

were reported off Malaysia (05) followed by Philippines (02) and one each in Brunei, India and Oman.   

Weapon Smuggling – An incident of weapon smuggling was reported by Bangladeshi authorities and involved 

seizure of guns, ammunition and sharp weapons. 

Alcohol Smuggling – Three incidents of alcohol smuggling were reported with one each off India, Malaysia and 

Oman. 
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Addu City, Maldives/ 01 Oct 20.                                                                                (Drugs)  

On 01 Oct 20, it was reported that Maldives Police Service (MPS) during an operation seized 

98 kg of illicit drugs and apprehended 14 personnel off coastal Addu City, Maldives. The 

seizure comprised MDMA, amphetamines and heroin. The suspects alongwith the 

confiscated drugs were handed over to police custody for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Qurayyat, Oman/ 01 Oct 20.                                                      (Morphine & Crystal Drug)  

                                                    

On 01 Oct 20, it was reported that the Omani anti-narcotics police foiled an attempt to smuggle 62 kg of drugs (20 kg of 

morphine & 42 kg of crystal drug) off Qurayyat, Oman. The drugs were seized on a beach near the state of Qurayyat. 

The authorities also apprehended one suspect in connection with the incident. The suspect alongwith seizure was handed 

over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 02 Oct 20.                                                        (Turmeric)  

                                                    

On 02 Oct 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended two suspects and seized over      

902 kg of dried turmeric onboard a dinghy off Mannar. The consignment was reportedly smuggled into the country via 

sea-route. The smuggled stock of turmeric was stuffed in 19 gunny sacks laden on the dinghy. The suspects alongwith 

the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Velivayal Coast, India/ 02 Oct 20.                                             (Cannabis)                              

On 02 Oct 20, it was reported that Tamil Nadu authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle 170 kg of Ganja (Cannabis) to a 

neighbouring country via sea-route off Velivayal coast, Tamil Nadu. Authorities apprehended three personnel in 

connection with the incident. The seizure was reportedly worth USD 20,500 and was packed in 85 bundles. The drugs 

were found onboard a fibre glass boat which was anchored suspiciously off Velivayal coast. 

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Pantai Sabak, Malaysia/ 05 Oct 20.                                                                (Cigarette)   

On 05 Oct 20, it was reported that the Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) foiled an attempt to smuggle 200 

packages containing two million white cigarettes off Pantai Sabak waters, Malaysia. The consignment was reportedly 

worth USD 38,000. Upon noticing the MMEA patrol boats, suspects abandoned the consignment and escaped. The 

seizure was handed over to the authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka/ 06 Oct 20.                                                     (Turmeric) 

On 06 Oct 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation seized over 400 kg of dried turmeric hidden 

inside a shrub off Kalpitiya beach area, Sri Lanka. The turmeric was reportedly stuffed inside 19 sacks. The seizure was 

handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Udappuwa, Sri Lanka/ 06 Oct 20.                                                   (Turmeric) 

On 06 Oct 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended three suspects with over 1290 kg of 

smuggled dried turmeric in the beach area of Udappuwa, Sri Lanka. The turmeric was reportedly stuffed inside 27 sacks. 

The suspects alongwith the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF CONTRABAND SMUGGLING INCIDENTS 

Comments. According to the Omani law, death sentence is the maximum penalty imposed in the country for illegal 

drug trafficking. The highest penalty for drug users is three years in jail and a fine of OMR 3,000, (USD 7,792). 
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• Alcohol Smuggling/ Off Johor, Malaysia/ 06 Oct 20.                                                                                 (Alcohol) 

On 06 Oct 20, it was reported that the Region Two Marine Police Force, Malaysia seized 

approx 3,230 ltrs of contraband alcohol in three separate incidents off Johor, Malaysia. The 

total seizure was reported to be worth USD 151,000. In the first incident, 28 cartons             

of contraband alcohol were seized which had not cleared the mandatory Customs duties. 

Subsequently, from the two follow-up raids the marine police apprehended 235 boxes, 

cartons of liquor and a vehicle. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for 

further action.  
 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Tanjung Kelesa, Malaysia/ 06 Oct 20.                                                                        (Diesel) 

 

On 06 Oct 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) apprehended a cargo ship and 

an oil tanker for engaging in illegal oil transfers about 15 nm off Tanjung Kelesa. The Indonesia flagged cargo ship was 

manned with 23 foreign crew members, while the Malaysia-flagged tanker had eight foreign nationals. The 

apprehensions were carried out as part of Op BENTENG. The crew members and the vessels were handed over to the 

local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Port Klang, Malaysia/ 07 Oct 20.                                                                    (Cigarette)   

       

On 07 Oct 20, it was reported that the Royal Malaysian Customs Department foiled an attempt to smuggle in over six 

million sticks of white cigarettes inside a container off Port Klang, Malaysia. The seizure was reportedly worth USD 

120,000 with unpaid duties of USD 01 million. Upon investigation, it was found that the container was handled by a 

shipping company with a branch in Port Klang, Selangor and the documents stated that the goods have originated from a 

country in East Asia. It was reported that the consignment was declared as 22 cartons of message box cabinets. 

  

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Cagayan De Oro, Philippines/ 07 Oct 20.                                                       (Cigarette)   

On 07 Oct 20, it was reported that the Bureau of Customs-Philippines seized approx 80,000 reams of cigarettes smuggled 

from a foreign country off Cagayan de Oro, Phillipines. The consignment was reportedly worth USD 01 million and was 

disposed off by the authorities at the Port of Cagayan de Oro. It was reported that the consignment was falsely declared 

as disposable cups and office furniture. 

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling / Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 07 Oct 20.                                                      (Turmeric) 

On 07 Oct 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended three 

suspects with over 340 kg of dried turmeric in the beach area of Wankaleipadu, Mannar. The 

consignment was reportedly stuffed inside 09 delivery sacks and stashed among dried chillies, 

big onions and garcinia.  The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local 

authorities for further action.  
 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Silawathura, Sri Lanka/ 07 Oct 20.                                                                      (Cannabis)   

                           

On 07 Oct 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation apprehended two suspects with 770 g of Kerala 

Cannabis off Silawathura, Sri Lanka. The suspects and the stock of cannabis were handed over to the local authorities for 

further action. 

 

 

 

 

Comments.  As per Bureau of Customs (BOC), the shipment company involved in this incident had carried out the same 

smuggling operations last year. On 14 May 19 and 09 Jun 19 the same company was imposed with the charges of    

mis-declaring cigarettes as other goods at Mindanao Container Terminal in Tagoloan, Misamis Oriental. The 

shipments were seized and subjected for forfeiture due to their violations. 
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• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Zamboanga Del Sur, Philippines/ 09 Oct 20.                                                 (Cigarette) 

On 09 Oct 20, it was reported that the Philippines Bureau of Customs (BOC) seized 300 master cases of smuggled 

cigarettes worth USD 222,000 off the coast of Zamboanga del Sur, Philippines. The consignment was reportedly seized 

from a motorised banca FB NORMAY , owned by a local individual. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities 

for further action. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 09 Oct 20.                                                                             (Cannabis) 

On 09 Oct 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation, apprehended two suspects with over 33 kg of 

Kerala Cannabis off Mannar, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, there were 10 packages of Kerala cannabis stuffed inside a gunny 

sack. The suspects and the stock of cannabis were handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Mandapam, India/ 10 Oct 20.                                                          (Turmeric) 

On 10 Oct 20, it was reported that Indian Coast guard seized approx 600 kg of Turmeric powder 

off Mandapam, Tamil Nadu. The consignment was reportedly hidden inside 12 bags with 50 kg 

stuffed inside each bag. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further action.  
 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Hulhumale, Maldives/ 11 Oct 20.                                                                      (Illicit Drug)   

 
On 11 Oct 20, it was reported that the Maldives Marine Police seized over 100 kg of illicit 

drugs (heroin and meth) during an operation off Hulhumale, Maldives. The consignment was 

reportedly seized from a boat. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further 

action.  
 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Madagalthurei, Sri Lanka/ 11 Oct 20.                                                                 (Cannabis)   

On 11 Oct 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation, seized over 111 kg of 

Kerala Cannabis onboard an abandoned dinghy off Madagalthurei, Jaffna. Reportedly, the 

consignment was stuffed inside five floating packages. The suspects reportedly abandoned the 

dinghy with consignment onboard and escaped. The seizure was handed over to the local 

authorities for further action. 

 

• Alcohol Smuggling/ Off Hazira Coast, India/ 12 Oct 20.                                                                          (Alcohol)   

On 12 Oct 20, it was reported that Indian Marine Police apprehended five suspects and a consignment of liquor onboard 

a fishing boat off Hazira coast, Gujarat, India. Reportedly, several bottles of Indian made foreign liquor (IMFL) was 

hidden inside 271 boxes. The seizure was reportedly worth USD 19,000. The suspects and the seizure were handed over 

to the local authorities for further action. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Al Batinah, Oman/ 12 Oct 20.                                                                                   (Heroin) 

On 12 Oct 20, it was reported that the Oman Custom officials foiled an attempt to smuggle over 1,500 kg of heroin off 

North Al Batinah, Oman. The officials also seized more than 20,000 bottles of alcoholic beverages. The seizure was 

handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Weapon Smuggling/ Off Noakhalipara, Bangladesh/ 12 Oct 20.                                                            (Weapons) 

On 12 Oct 20, it was reported that the Bangladesh Coast Guard (BCG) during their routine 

patrol, apprehended five armed robbers (foreign nationals) off Noakhalipara, Cox's Bazar. The 

officials seized two indigenous single-barreled guns, six rounds of ammunition, 10 different 

types of sharp Burmese weapons and one engine powered wooden boat. The robbers and the 

seized arms were handed over to Teknaf Model Police Station for further action. 
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• Natural Resource Smuggling/ Off Kuala Perlis, Malaysia/ 13 Oct 20.                                           (Ketum Leaves)   

On 13 Oct 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) seized 

500 kg of ketum leaves off Kuala Perlis, Malaysia. The packages containing the consignment was 

located onboard a fibre boat without a registration number. The seizure was reportedly worth USD 

3,600 and was ready to be smuggled to neighbouring countries. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Thanamalwila, Sri Lanka/ 13 Oct 20.                                                                  (Cannabis) 

On 13 Oct 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation, apprehended one suspect 

with a small quantity of local cannabis off Thanamalwila, Sri Lanka. The suspect alongwith the 

seizure was handed over to local authorities for further action. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 13 Oct 20.                                                                                 (Heroin) 

On 13 Oct 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation, apprehended three suspects with 790 mg of 

heroin off Mannar, Sri Lanka. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Nagarkovil, Sri Lanka/ 13 Oct 20.                                                                           (Heroin) 

On 13 Oct 20, it was reported that Sri Lankan Navy during an operation, apprehended one suspect with a small quantity 

of heroin off  Nagarkovil, Sri Lanka. The suspect and the seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further 

action. 

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Oman/ 14 Oct 20.                                                                                 (Cigarette)                                                                                           

On 14 Oct 20, it was reported that the Oman Custom authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle a large 

number of cigarettes and tobacco products off Port Hafeet, Oman. The consignment was reportedly 

hidden inside gypsum boxes. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Kota Tinggi, Malaysia/ 14 Oct 20.                                                                              (Diesel)   

On 14 Oct 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) during an operation, foiled an 

attempt to transfer oil illegally by three vessels off Kota Tinggi, Malaysia. The vessels seized included a Comoros 

flagged Very Large Crude Carrier (VLCC), a tanker and a service/ supply boat. The vessels reportedly failed to produce 

any authorisation regarding the activities being conducted. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 18 Oct 20.                                                                            (Cannabis)  

On 18 Oct 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation seized over 200 kg       

of Kerala cannabis off Mannar, Sri Lanka. The consignment was reportedly smuggled via sea 

routes and was stuffed inside 94 packages. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for 

further action. 

 

 

Comments. Part of the coffee family, ketum trees are found growing wildly in the Northern states of Peninsular 

Malaysia. For the past 100 years, ketum leaves have been used for medicinal purposes. However, recent studies 

revealed that extracts from ketum leaves contain the active ingredient mitragynine which feels like being on morphine 

and heroin despite having a completely different chemical structure. Due to this, heavy consumption of ketum on a 

daily basis can result in dependency and addiction. Based on the mentioned negative effects over the abuse used of 

ketum, there is a proposal to consider ketum as a drug and been regulated under Dangerous Drugs Act 1952 [Act 

234], Malaysia toughest law dealing with drug abuse case.        
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• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Brunei/ 18 Oct 20.                                                                  (Tobacco)                                                                                        

On 18 Oct 20, it was reported that a suspect (local) onboard a boat was apprehended by the Royal 

Brunei Police Force (RBPF) off Brunei. Reportedly, the suspect attempted to smuggle 1,840 cartons 

of contraband into the country via sea-route. Upon noticing the marine police, the suspect attempted 

to escape but was apprehended by the authorities. The suspect and the seized items were handed 

over to the Royal Customs and Excise Department for further investigation  

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Tamil Nadu, India/ 20 Oct 20.                          (Turmeric)  

On 20 Oct 20, it was reported that the Tamil Nadu Customs apprehended three suspects in possession of 500 kg of 

turmeric off Gulf of Mannar, Rameswaram. The consignment was reportedly prepared to be smuggled via sea-route. The 

suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further action.                                                                         

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Oman/ 20 Oct 20.                                                                                      (Heroin & Meth )                                                                   

On 20 Oct 20, it was reported that the Royal Oman Police apprehended a foreign national with 

over 20 kg of illicit drugs off Oman. Reportedly, the suspect attempted to enter the country via 

sea-route. The suspect was reportedly in possession of 15 kg of crystal meth and over 5.5 kg of 

heroin. The suspect and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Jakhau, India/ 20 Oct 20.                                                                           (Charas)                              

On 20 Oct 20, it was reported that the Indian Coast Guard patrol team seized five packets of 

Charas off Jakhau harbour, India. The seizure was estimated to be worth USD 9500 and each 

packet weighed 01 kg. The packets were handed over to the Marine Police for further legal actions.  

 

• Alcohol Smuggling/ Off Musandam, Oman/ 20 Oct 20.                                                                 (Alcohol)                            

On 20 Oct 20, it was reported that the Royal Oman Police (ROP) apprehended two foreign nationals for 

smuggling a large amount of alcoholic substances into the country off Musandam, Oman. The suspects 

and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further legal action.  

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Manila, Philippines/ 20 Oct 20.                                             (Luxury Car)                            

On 20 Oct 20, it was reported that the Philippines Bureau of Customs foiled an attempt to smuggle 

high-end luxury cars into the country off Manila, Philippines. The cars were reportedly hidden inside 

international shipping containers. The estimated value of the smuggled luxury automobiles was 

estimated to be USD 400,000.  The container reportedly arrived from Kobe, Japan and was mis-

declared as furniture.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments.  The Indian Coast Guard, Border Security Force, local police and custom department have recovered 

over 1,000 packets of CHARAS off the Kutch coast in the year 2020. Smugglers are suspected to have dumped this 

huge cache of drugs in the Arabian Sea to evade arrest. 

Comments.  As per reports, the Bureau of Customs (BOC) has been destroying smuggled luxury cars instead of 

auctioning them after the seizure. This is being done to discourage smuggling and also because smugglers routinely 

attempted to reclaim the cars by bidding in the auctions. 
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off North Arabian Sea/ 21 Oct 20.                                                               (Methamphetamine) 

On 21 Oct 20, it was reported that the Royal Navy frigate HMS MONTROSE seized 450 kg        

of methamphetamine in the Northern Arabian Sea during a joint maritime operation. The seizure 

was estimated to be worth USD 130 million. Reportedly, the officials seized the drugs hidden 

aboard a stateless wooden dhow. The origin and the destination of the seizure was reportedly 

uncertain.  

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Semporna, Malaysia/ 21 Oct 20.                                                     (Cigarette)                                                                                

On 21 Oct 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) seized 40,320 sticks of 

contraband cigarettes off Pulau Silungun, Semporna. The seizure was reportedly worth USD 3,900 and was handed over 

to the local authorities for further action.  

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Sabah, Malaysia/ 21 Oct 20.                                                               (Cigarette)                            

On 21 Oct 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) foiled an attempt to smuggle 

19,900 cartons of contraband cigarettes off East coast of Sabah, Malaysia. The officials also apprehended six illegal 

immigrants onboard a boat in connection with the incident. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local 

authorities for further action. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Karainagar, Sri Lanka/ 21 Oct 20.                                                 (Cannabis)                            

On 21 Oct 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation seized 41.5 kg of Kerala cannabis in a gunny 

sack from the beach area off Karainagar, Sri Lanka. The seizure was handed to the local authorities for further action.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 21 Oct 20.                                                              (Cannabis)                            

On 21 Oct 20, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy authorities apprehended three suspects in 

possession of 13.5 kg of Kerala Cannabis off Mannar, Sri Lanka. The seizure and the suspects were 

handed over to the local authorities for further action.   

   

• Natural Resource Smuggling/ Off Kuala Perlis, Malaysia/ 22 Oct 20.                              (Ketum leaves)                            

On 22 Oct 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) 

thwarted a smuggling attempt by a wooden boat with a load of 100 kg of ketum leaves off Kuala 

Perlis, Malaysia. Reportedly, the Skipper on noticing the presence of authorities, attempted to flee 

the area. However, the MMEA authorities managed to intercept and detain the boat.  
 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Point Perdro, Sri Lanka/ 22 Oct 20.                                                 (Cannabis)                            

On 22 Oct 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation seized 82 kg of Kerala 

cannabis smuggled into the country off Point Pedro, Sri Lanka. The authorities also apprehended 

three suspects and seized a dingy. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local 

authorities for further action.  
 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Visayas, Philippines/ 23 Oct 20.                                                                    (Syabu)                            

On 23 Oct 20, it was reported that the Philippines authorities seized 25.5 kg of SYABU during an 

operation off Visayas, Philippines. The estimated worth of the seizure was USD 3.45 million. As 

per reports, 793 smugglers were apprehended in connection with the incident. The suspects and the 

seizure were handed over to the authorities for further investigation. 
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Mombasa, Kenya/ 27 Oct 20.                                                                     (Drug)                            

On 27 Oct 20, it was reported that the Kenya Revenue Authorities (KRA) during an operation 

seized a large quantity of drugs (type not mentioned) hidden inside a cargo of raw hides off Port 

of Mombasa, Kenya. As per reports, the consignment originated from South Sudan, arrived at the 

port of Mombasa for onward transshipment to Colombo, Sri Lanka via sea-route.  

 

Comments.  As per reports, the smugglers use the raw hide which is left to rot inside closed containers to produce a 

strong stench that few can come close to. The use of raw and stinking hides & skin, apart from providing easy 

camouflage for the drugs, is also said to be a lucrative tax evasion mechanism. According to the Kenya Revenue 

Authority (KRA), this scheme led to the loss of more than one million USD (Ksh 100 million) in taxes in a year.  

             Operation Thunder 2020 by INTERPOL 

 

Coordinated by INTERPOL (The International Criminal Police Organisation) and the World Customs Organisation 

(WCO), Operation Thunder 2020 rallied 105 countries against environmental crime. A month-long (14 Sep 20 – 11 

Oct 20) police and customs cross border operation resulted in large seizures of protected wildlife and forestry 

specimens and products, triggering arrests and investigations worldwide. 

Wildlife and forestry crime are the world’s fourth largest illegal trade — a lucrative illegal business with far-reaching 

and devastating consequences not just for the environment but also for society, public health and global economics. 

Wildlife and forestry crime often occurs hand in hand with tax evasion, corruption, money laundering and even 

murder, with organised crime groups using the same routes to smuggle protected wildlife as they do people, weapons, 

drugs and other illegal products. Focusing on pre-identified routes and hotspots, Operation Thunder 2020 resulted in 

more than 2,000 seizures of wildlife and forestry products. In total, 699 offenders were apprehended and at least one 

INTERPOL Red Notice has already been requested based on information gained during the operation. Participating 

countries focused on particularly vulnerable species protected under the Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), an international agreement aimed at ensuring the 

international trade in wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival. Overall, Operation Thunder yielded 

over 1.3 tonnes of ivory and more than a ton of pangolin scales, representing some 1,700 slaughtered pangolins. 

Officials also seized 1,419 live turtles & tortoises and 6,000 turtle or tortoise eggs, as well as 1,163 birds & 1,834 

reptiles.  
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• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Tamil Nadu, India/ 27 Oct 20.                                                 (Turmeric)                            

On 27 Oct 20, it was reported that the Tamil Nadu authorities seized approx 1000 kg of turmeric, 

prepared to be smuggled via sea-route off Pamban, Tamil Nadu, India. The officials conducted the 

raid based on a tip-off. The consignment was found stuffed inside 40 gunny bags onboard a local 

boat anchored at Pamban North Sea. The seizure was handed over to the authorities for further 

action.  
 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Casurina Beach, Sri Lanka/ 29 Oct 20.                                                             (Cannabis)                            

On 29 Oct 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy seized four sacks containing over 82 kg     

of Kerala cannabis (wet weight) off Casurina beach, Sri Lanka. The seizure was handed over to the 

local authorities for further action. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Port of Aden/ 29 Oct 20.                                                                      (Cocaine and Heroin)                            

On 29 Oct 20, it was reported that the authorities seized half a tonne of cocaine and heroin off Port of Aden. The 

shipment was reportedly loaded at the Port of Santos, Brasil and trans-shipped to Yemen via Singapore and King 

Abdullah Port, Saudi Arabia onboard three different vessels. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for 

further investigation. 

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Port Of Hamad, Qatar/ 29 Oct 20.                                                              (Tambaku)                            

On 29 Oct 20, it was reported that the Qatar Customs department foiled an attempt to smuggle 1,644 kg of 'tambaku’ off 

Port Hamad, Qatar. The consignment was reportedly stuffed inside 274 packs concealed in refined salt shipments. The 

suspects and the seizure were handed over to the authorities for further action.  

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Tamil Nadu, India/ 30 Oct 20.                                                 (Turmeric)                            

On 30 Oct 20, it was reported that the Indian authorities seized over 1,200 kg of turmeric         

off Soreespuram, Tamil Nadu, India. The commodity was reportedly stuffed inside 24 gunny 

bags (each weighed 50 kg). Reportedly, the consignment was prepared to be smuggled via sea-

route. The authorities handed over the seizure to the Food Safety and Drug Administration 

(FSDA) for further action.  

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Kuala Besut, Malaysia/ 30 Oct 20.                                                              (Cigarette)                           

On 30 Oct 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Marine police seized three passenger boats 

with 19,000 cartons of white cigarettes onboard off Kuala Besut, Malaysia. The smugglers 

reportedly escaped from the boat after noticing the approaching patrol boats. The seizure was 

estimated to be worth USD 938,000.  

 

 

Comments. As per reports, in October first week, 49.5 kg of ‘tambaku’ was seized off Hamad, Qatar. The consignment 

was found in 1,289 packs hidden in a consignment of bicycles. The following seizures were carried out at the port of 

Hamad in Aug 20 and Sep 20: - 

 

➢ In Aug 20, the officials seized 2,152 kg of tambaku from a sugar shipment. The banned substance was stuffed in 

1,435 bags hidden in the shipment.  

➢ On 24 Sep 20, authorities seized 1,653kg of tambaku stuffed in 1,102 bags hidden inside a shipment of cotton 

mattresses.  

➢ On 28 Sept 20, approx 2,100 kg of tambaku was seized from 1,415 packs concealed inside a wheat flour shipment. 
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• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Nhava Sheva Port, India/ 31 Oct 20.                                                              (Cigarette)                            

On 31 Oct 20, it was reported that the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), Mumbai seized a 

stock of seven million foreign cigarettes worth USD 1.8 million off Nhava Sheva port, Mumbai. The 

consignment was reportedly being smuggled into the country from Dubai.  The seizure was handed 

over to the local authorities for further action.  

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Northern Sri Lanka/ 31 Oct 20.                                                 (Turmeric)                            

On 31 Oct 20, it is reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation seized over 4100 kg of smuggled dried 

turmeric off Northern Sri Lanka. The officials apprehended 16 suspects in connection to the incident. The seizure and the 

suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments. As per reports, this is second such seizure off Mumbai Port in the last six months. On 12 Jun 20, the 

Indian authorities foiled a similar attempt to smuggle 600 master boxes containing 32,640 cartons of undeclared 

foreign brand cigarettes off JNPT, Mumbai. The seizure was worth USD 1.6 million and reportedly arrived from 

Dubai in a 40 ft long container. 

A new feature introduced in UNODC Data Portal 

➢ UNODC Data Portal has introduced a new feature which allows users to find all its data on drugs and crime 

grouped under a country’s profile. 

➢ The Country Profile pages have been developed by the UNODC Research team, as there was a great demand for 

it. Users can now access country specific data on drug use and treatment, violent crime, homicide, prisons, 

trafficking in person or criminal justice. New features on the website also allow users to put some of the data, such 

as the data on drug demand, in relation to global estimations. This way figures from a specific country can be 

compared with the global situation. 

➢ This portal is a unique tool containing loads of interesting data on drugs and crime. The user-friendly interface 

also enables users to visualise and download all statistical information produced by UNODC, which help with 

capturing trends and patterns of their field of interest. 

➢ Information on data UNODC are continuously being updated in order to provide timely snapshot on the crime and 

drug landscape in the selected country. 

➢ UNODC hopes that researchers, scientists, journalists, decision makers and students will find the portal, now 

enhanced with the country specific data search, especially useful in their daily work. The portal can be accessed 

on the following link: https://dataunodc.un.org/content/country-list 

The writeup is an extract of an article published on UNODC. The article can be accessed on following link: 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/news/new_-unodcs-data-portal-now-also-available-as-country-

profile-.html 
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34 IUU fishing incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Oct 20. This is the lowest number of IUU 

incidents reported in a single month since Jun 20. This is about 25% decrease from Sep 20 and almost similar to 

reported incidents in Aug 20. There has been an alternating pattern of increase/ decrease in monthly reported 

incidents since Jun 20. The Centre observed that this is linked to the volume of local IUU incidents reported in the 

region. The decrease in IUU incidents from Sep 20 could be attributable to a 66% drop in local IUU incidents 

reported off Sri Lanka. While 15 local incidents were reported off Sri Lanka in Sep 20, only 05 incidents were 

reported in Oct 20. Unlike the anomalies observed in the reported poaching incidents in Aug 20 and Sep 20, the 

incidents in Oct 20 were in-line with the trend observed in 2020. The 11 reported poaching incidents matched with 

the average of about 33% per month in 2020.  

Local IUU Fishing – Majority of the incidents were reported in Sri Lanka (05) followed by India (04), Philippines 

(04), two each in Bahrain, Kuwait, Malaysia & Oman and one each in Bangladesh & Saudi Arabia. The arrests and 

subsequent legal actions by the local agencies were aimed to curb illegal fishing using banned nets, trawling, 

dynamite explosives and fishing outside the designated areas without license. Some fishermen were apprehended for 

fishing of banned species and fishing during the period of seasonal ban.   

Foreign IUU Fishing – Arrest of foreign fishermen undertaking poaching in waters of another country were reported 

in India, Indonesia, Malaysia, South Africa and Thailand.   

A seasonal ban has been imposed by the Government of Bangladesh on ‘hilsa’ fishing from 14 Oct to 04 Nov 20. 

The ban is aimed to protect the fish during the breeding season.  

 

 

IUU FISHING 
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Camarines Sur, Philippines/ 01 Oct 20.                                                                            (Local)   

                                            

On 01 Oct 20, it was reported that the BFAR officials apprehended three crew members onboard a 

municipal fishing banca for using banned trawling technique off Camarines Sur, Philippines. The 

suspects and the banca were handed over to the authorities for further action. 

  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Nabih Sleh, Bahrain/ 02 Oct 20.                                                                                (Local)  

    

On 02 Oct 20, it was reported that the Bahrain Coast Guard apprehended two suspects and seized a 

boat for catching shrimps using bottom trawl nets (Kufa) off the coast of Nabih Saleh, Bahrain. 

The seizure and the suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further action.  
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Karwar, India/ 02 Oct 20.                                                                                                  (Local)     

On 02 Oct 20, it was reported that Indian Coast Guard seized two fishing boats for carrying out 

bull trawling off Karwar coast, Karnataka. Local fishermen gave a tip-off to the authorities 

against illegal fishing by the two boats. The officials reportedly seized the boats and handed 

them over to the Coastal Security Police for further action.  
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off North Natuna, Indonesia/ 03 Oct 20.                                                                          (Poaching)     

On 03 Oct 20, it was reported that Indonesian Navy seized two foreign flagged fishing vessels 

off North Natuna Sea, Riau Islands. The foreign vessels were reportedly fishing in the 

Indonesian waters without the necessary legal documents and using fishing gears banned by the 

prevailing rules. The vessels were handed over to the local authorires for further action. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Pahang, Malaysia/ 04 Oct 20.                                                                           (Poaching) 

On 04 Oct 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) apprehended a boat with 13 

fishermen of foreign nationality, for poaching in Malaysian waters South East of Kuala Pahang, Malaysia. The skipper 

and the 12 crew members were suspected of having dubious travel documents. The officials also seized 3.5 tonnes of 

squids, 500 kg of fish and 1,000 ltrs of diesel onboard. The total value of the seizure, including the boat, was worth USD 

481,000. The suspects alongwith seizure were handed over to the local authorties for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Cacra Coast, India/ 05 Oct 20.                                                                                           (Local) 

On 05 Oct 20, it was reported that Indian Coastal Police apprehended seven personnel for 

engaging in illegal fishing off Cacra coast, Panaji, India. The fishermen were reportedly using an 

illegal pershing boat for fishing and were found operating within a prohibited zone and using 

illegal fishing nets. The officials seized 300 kg of fish catch which was handed over to the 

Department of Fisheries. 

 

 

SUMMARY OF IUU FISHING INCIDENTS 
 

Comments. The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) is a government agency responsible for the 

development, improvement, management and conservation of fisheries and aquatic resources in the Philippines. It aims 

to alleviate poverty through improved livelihoods, expanded sustainable access to offshore and deep-sea resources and 

increased economic opportunity through improved aquaculture productivity and upgraded post-harvest technologies. It 

was reconstituted as a line bureau by virtue of Republic Act No. 8550 (Philippine Fisheries Code of 1998). The bureau 

is under the Department of Agriculture. 
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Ayu Island, Indonesia/ 06 Oct 20.                                                                               (Poaching) 

On 06 Oct 20, two foreign fishing boats with 21 crew members onboard were apprehended for poaching inside 

Indonesian waters off Ayu Islands, Indonesia. The boats initially attempted to escape, but the Indonesian authorities 

managed to apprehend them. The suspects alongwith the boats were handed over to the local authorities for further 

action. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Lakshadweep Island, India/ 06 Oct 20.                                             (Local) 

On 06 Oct 20, it was reported that the Lakshadweep forest department seized a consignment of 22 

large sea cucumbers worth USD 27,000 off Lakshadweep, India. Reportedly, the consignment was 

stored after processing with preservatives, dried and was ready for shipping to other countries.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Teluk Sebong, Indonesia/ 06 Oct 20.                                                                           (Poaching)  

    

 On 06 Oct 20, it was reported that Indonesian Coast Guard apprehended a foreign flagged fishing vessel JHF 5183 T for 

fishing illegally off Teluk Sebong, Indonesia. It was reported that the Coast Guard vessel on routine patrol sighted the 

trawler engaged in fishing in the Indonesian EEZ. Reportedly, there were five crew members onboard (one Indonesian 

and four foreign nationals). The suspects alongwith the vessel were handed over to the local authorites for further action. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Betty’s Bay, South Africa/ 07 Oct 20.                                                          (Poaching)     
On 07 Oct 20, it was reported that South African authorities during an operation apprehended four 

suspects for poaching abalone off Betty’s Bay, South Africa. The operation resulted in seizure of 

300 units of abalone worth USD 392,000, diving equipment and crayfish. The suspects and 

seizure were  handed over to the authorities for further investigation.  
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Tuaran, Malaysia/ 08 Oct 20.                                                                                             (Local)     

On 08 Oct 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) apprehended a local fishing 

boat for carrying out fishing activities without license in a banned zone, 03 nm West off Tuaran, Malaysia. The boat was 

seized by the authorities for further action. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Natuna, Indonesia/ 08 Oct 20.                                                                                      (Poaching)  

    

On 08 Oct 20, it was reported that the Indonesian Navy ship KRI JOHN LIE-358 seized a foreign 

flagged vessel BD 93656 TS for poaching in the North Natuna Sea, Riau Islands. Reportedly, there 

were six foreign crew members onboard including the skipper. The suspects alongwith the vessel 

were handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

 

 

 

Steps taken by Indian Government against illegal fishing 

In order to prevent illegal fishing in India's exclusive economic zone (EEZ), the Indian government has drafted a new 

bill this year, that aims to regulate fishing beyond the country's territorial waters. At present, a state government 

governs the territorial sea up to 12 nm. The objective of the new bill is to issue license for fishing in the EEZ and curb 

illegal fishing by foreign countries. Under the proposed bill, state governments will be allowed to issue license for 

fishing in EEZ as per the Central government's direction because fishermen who want to fish in EEZ have to cross the 

territorial sea which is governed by the states. This would also assist in monitoring the safety of fishermen venturing 

beyond territorial waters. No foreign vessels can enter this zone except with a right to passage which they have to 

apply. The bill also proposes to impose heavy penalty on fishermen venturing into the EEZ without a legal permit and 

after the third offence, their vessels/ boat will be impounded. Besides, the government has proposed to make 

monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS) of fishing vessels mandatory under the proposed law. 
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Kuwait/ 09 Oct 20.                                                                                                              (Local) 

On 09 Oct 20, it was reported that 58 fishermen onboard 11 fishing boats were apprehended by the Kuwaiti authorities 

for engaging in illegal fishing activities off the Kuwaiti coast. They were reportedly using the banned fishing nets in the 

territorial waters. The officials also seized 8.5 tonnes of fish catch onboard. The seizure and suspects were handed over to 

the authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Kemaman, Malaysia/ 10 Oct 20.                                                                      (Poaching) 

On 10 Oct 20, it was reported that MMEA apprehended 15 fishermen onboard a foreign fishing vessel KG 95056 for 

encroaching into Malaysian Waters. Upon noticing the approaching patrol boats, the crew onboard the fishing vessel 

attempted to escape by heading towards the Malaysian border. Alongwith the suspects, the officials also seized 13 tonnes 

of fish catch, 1000 ltrs of diesel and equipment worth USD 385,000  from the boat. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kut Island, Thailand/ 11 Oct 20.                                                                                 (Poaching) 

On 11 Oct 20, it was reported that 30 small fishing boats from a foreign country were observed to be 

engaged in illegal fishing in Thailand waters off Kut island. The boats were reportedly not carrying 

license to fish in Thai waters. The Thailand Maritime authorities sent them back to their country. 

  

• IUU Fishing/ Off Al Wusta, Oman/ 13 Oct 20.                                                                                              (Local) 

On 13 Oct 20, it was reported that the fish control team of Al Wusta Governorate seized 345 kg of kingfish in the waters 

off Al Wusta, Oman. The catch was seized as the fishing was undertaken during a period of ban on fishing activity. The 

seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further action.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kuwait/ 13 Oct 20.                                                                                                              (Local) 

On 13 Oct 20, it was reported that the Kuwaiti authorities during an operation, apprehended several fishermen for using 

banned fishing techniques off Kuwait Bay. Reportedly, the officials also seized a large quantity of fish catch, fishing 

floats and other equipment alongwith the suspects. The seizure and fishermen were handed over to the local authorities 

for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Oman/ 16 Oct 20.                                                                                                                (Local) 

On 16 Oct 20, it was reported that the Oman authorities apprehended several suspects and seized 

over 3,450 kg of Al-Sharkha fish off Oman. The fish was reportedly caught during the banned 

season using illegal fishing techniques. The violators and the seizure were handed over to the 

local authorities for further action 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Natuna Islands, Indonesia/ 18 Oct 20.                                                                        (Poaching) 

On 18 Oct 20, it was reported that the Indonesian Coast Guard (ICG) apprehended two foreign fishing vessels for fishing 

illegally in Natuna waters, Indonesia. The first vessel with hull number MV O 704 carried 22 foreign crew members and 

the second vessel with hull number MV O 097 carried three foreign crew members. Both the vessels were reportedly 

loaded with mixed fish catch. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  

 

Comments. In order to protect the fish stocks, a seasonal two-month ban on fishing kingfish was announced by the 

Government of Oman between the 15 Aug 20 and 15 Oct 20 which marks the breeding season. During this period, 

fishermen are not allowed to catch or sell kingfish. The purpose of the ban is to preserve the stock of fish and to 

regulate the fishing process, in order to achieve a balance between the stock and catch. 
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Uchchamunai Island, Sri Lanka/ 18 Oct 20.                                                                    (Local) 

On 18 Oct 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation, apprehended eight personnel for engaging in 

illegal fishing off Uchchamunai Island, Sri Lanka. The suspects alongwith two dinghies and diving gears were handed 

over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 18 Oct 20.                                                                                          (Local)                             

On 18 Oct 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation, apprehended a 

suspect with 60 conches (less than 70 mm in diameter) off Mannar, Sri Lanka. The suspect 

alongwith the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further action.  
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Sri Lanka/ 18 Oct 20.                                                                             (Local)                                                         

On 18 Oct 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy during an operation, apprehended 28 personnel for engaging in 

illegal fishing off Sri Lankan East Coast. The suspects were reportedly using unauthorised nets, banned light-coarse 

fishing and illegal scuba diving activities. Alongwith the suspects, 07 dinghies and several other fishing gear were also 

seized by the Navy. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Chennai, India/ 22 Oct 20.                                         (Poaching)       

On 22 Oct 20, it was reported that the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) apprehended six foreign fishermen for fishing illegally 

in the Indian territorial waters off Chennai. The fishermen alongwith their boat were handed over to the authorities for 

further action.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Malpe, India/ 23 Oct 20.                                        (Local)       

On 23 Oct 20, it was reported that the Indian authorities apprehended 10 fishermen for engaging in illegal fishing off 

Malpe harbour, India. Reportedly, the suspects were observed to be engaged in light fishing, 10nm from the fishing 

harbour and the incident was reported to authorities by another boat in vicinity.  The fishermen were handed over to the 

local authorities for further action.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines/ 24 Oct 20.                                              (Local)       

On 24 Oct 20, it was reported that the Philippines Coast Guard apprehended seven fishermen for engaging in illegal 

dynamite fishing off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines. The authorities also seized several improvised dynamites (bungbung), six 

detonators and nine double engine indigenous motorboats. The fishermen and the seizure were handed over to the 

authorities for further investigation. 

 

 

Philippine mandates use of VMS to fight Illegal Fishing 

Philippines has mandated all catcher vessels to have a monitoring system as it intensified measures against illegal, 

unreported, and unregulated fishing (IUU) in the country’s marine grounds. The Department of Agriculture recently 

issued Fisheries Administrative Order 260 which requires all Philippine catcher vessels to install vessel monitoring 

measures (VMM) and electronic reporting system (ERS). Based on the order, vessels displacing 3.1 to less than 30 

gross tonnage (GT) must have a DA-Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources-approved VMS within one year 

from the effectivity of the FAO. For vessels weighing 30 GT or more, VMS must be installed immediately. An ERS 

will also be used to record and transmit catch data including species and volume of fish caught, position of the vessel 

where the fish are caught, vessel activity, port of origin and arrival in real time. The system is envisaged to improve 

the country’s catch documentation and seafood traceability. Data from ERS and VMS will also be used in tracking 

fishing behavior for scientific research and serve as a basis for more effective fisheries management measures.  
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Tanjung PO, Malaysia/ 25 Oct 20.                                  (Local)       

On 25 Oct 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) 

apprehended a local Class C2 fishing boat off Tanjung Po, Malaysia. Reportedly, the local 

Skipper failed to show valid permit to employ foreign crew onboard the vessel. While the 

foreign nationals had valid documents, the vessel did not possess the permit to employ foreign 

crew onboard. This reportedly, is a violation of fishing license under Fisheries Act 1985. 

Alongwith the vessel and crew the authorities seized 500 kg of fish.   

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Al-Qunfudhan, Saudi Arabia/ 27 Oct 20.                                 (Local)       

On 27 Oct 20, it was reported that the local authorities seized 40 illegal fishing gargoyles (the fishing 

tackle) off Al-Qunfudhah, Saudi Arabia. The gargoyles were reportedly handed over to the fisheries 

department for further action. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Bangladesh/ 27 Oct 20.                                               (Local)       

On 27 Oct 20, it was reported that the Bangladesh authorities apprehended 1,980 fishermen off Bangladesh for violating 

the ban on catching hilsa fish. The fishermen were apprehended by the authorities for violating a ban imposed on hilsa 

fishing. It was reported that 35,000 mtrs of fishing net, 300 fishing trawlers and 20 speedboats were seized alongwith the 

fishermen. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Salpeyaru, Sri Lanka/ 27 Oct 20.                                  (Local)       

On 27 Oct 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended four personnel for engaging 

in illegal fishing off Salpeyaru, Sri Lanka. Alongwith the suspects, a dinghy, two high explosive 

charges consisting of non-electric detonators, safety fuses, diving gear and an unauthorised fishing 

net were also seized. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for 

further action.  

Comments. The Bangladesh government imposed a ban on Hilsa catching, selling, transporting and hoarding for 22 

days from 14 Oct 20 till 04 Nov 20 to protect mother hilsa for ensuring safe breeding. The stretch of the River Padma 

off Bangladesh is a breeding ground of hilsa. 

 

 Illegal Fishing Methods and Destructive Practices 

 

Some of the illegal fishing methods and destructive practices used in the region include the following: - 

 

➢ Cyanide Fishing.   A deadly chemical used by fishermen to stun the fish and make them easier to catch.  

 

➢ Use of Explosives/ Dynamite.  It is used to kill the fish so that they float to the surface and can be scooped with a 

net. This is done using high explosive charges. 

 

➢ Keeping undersized or oversized fish.  Length limits ensure that a smaller population of fish are eligible for 

harvest. This reduces pressure on juveniles and larger spawning size fish needed to repopulate. 

 

➢ Overfishing. This occurs when more fish are caught than can be naturally reproduced by the remaining 

population. Recreational and commercial ‘bag limits’ are in place to ensure proper management of various species of 

fish. 

 

➢ Bycatch. This is a method of overfishing often seen in the commercial industry. When fishing with nets for a 

target species, numerous non-target species are incidentally captured and often returned to the water dead or injured.  

 

➢ Bottom Trawling. An extremely destructive fishing method where a massive, weighted net is dragged along the 

seafloor, capturing fish and destroying everything in its path. 
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Aker Coast, Bahrain/ 28 Oct 20.                                  (Local)       

On 28 Oct 20, it was reported   that the Bahrain Coast Guard seized a large quantity of shrimps (quantity not mentioned) 

off Aker coast, Bahrain. Reportedly, the shrimps were caught illegally using banned trawls (KUFA). The seizure was 

handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Iloilo, Philippines/ 28 Oct 20.                                  (Local)       

On 28 Oct 20, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended three suspects for engaging in illegal fishing 

off San Dionisio, Iloilo. The suspects were handed over to Dionisio municipal police station for further action. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kallaru, Sri Lanka/ 28 Oct 20.                                  (Local)       

On 28 Oct 20, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended six personnel for engaging 

in illegal fishing off Kallaru, Sri Lanka. Alongwith the suspects, the officials also seized 300 

sea conches (shankhas), a dinghy and diving accessories. The suspects and the seizure were 

handed over to the local authorities for further action.  

            

• IUU Fishing/ Off Leyte, Philippines/ 31 Oct 20.                                  (Local)       

On 31 Oct 20, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended two suspects in anti-illegal fishing operations 

off Babatngon, Leyte. The suspects reportedly used banned fine mesh net for fishing. The seizure and the suspects were 

handed over to Babatngon Municipal Police Station for further action. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off North Sumatra, Indonesia/ 31 Oct 20.                           (Poaching)       

On 31 Oct 20, it was reported the Indonesian Maritime Authorities apprehended two foreign flagged fishing vessels for 

fishing illegally in Indonesian waters. The vessels attempted to escape upon noticing the approaching patrol boats. 

However, the vessels were apprehended and handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

Comments. The conches (shankhas) are fished for their commercial value and hold significance in the religious 

practices of the region. Pure white right conches are considered very sacred and are highly sought after in the Indian 

Ocean, particularly off South India and Sri Lanka. The illegal trade in seashells is worth millions of dollars. Conches 

are considered as endangered species and are protected by law in Sri Lanka. 

Bahrain Shrimp Fisheries-FAO 

Shrimp is the most valuable marine species by fishermen in Bahrain. Despite its importance, the shrimp fishery can 

play a negative role on the marine environment. This is due to the use of the trawl net, which is a low selective gear. 

In addition to shrimp, trawls pick up quantities of other fauna inhabiting the seabed. Shrimp trawls may contribute 

towards lowering the biodiversity of the marine habitat. Traditionally, the tidal barrier trap (local name: Hadhrah) 

was the gear used for shrimp fishing in Bahrain. These traps are usually placed against the direction of shrimp 

migration. The importance of these traps in the local shrimp fishery was reduced after the introduction of trawling 

(KUFA) in 1967. At present, trawl nets are responsible for most shrimp landings in Bahrain. The full article can be 

accessed on the following link: http://www.fao.org/3/y2859e/y2859e04.htm 
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Transparency Briefs by the Fisheries Transparency Initiative (FiTI) 

The Fisheries Transparency Initiative (short FiTI) has been developed as a unique effort that complements and 

supports other national, regional and global efforts for achieving responsible fisheries governance. The FiTI is a 

global partnership that seeks to increase transparency and participation for a more sustainable management of 

marine fisheries. By making fisheries management more transparent and inclusive, the FiTI promotes informed public 

debates on fisheries policies and supports the long-term contribution of the sector to national economies and the well-

being of citizens and businesses that depend on a healthy marine environment. The latest initiative by FiTI is tBriefs.  

Transparency Briefs (or tBriefs for short) seek to discuss the global interest of transparency in fisheries in more 

detail, including reviewing the evidence of lack of transparency in different aspects of fisheries, looking at emerging 

priorities (such as beneficial ownership transparency), as well as critically debating the effectiveness of transparency 

reforms for divergent groups and interests, such as small-scale fisheries, large-scale seafood companies, those 

fighting illegal fishing and for governments wanting to develop a sustainable blue economy. Four tBriefs have been 

released this year. 

• tBrief – Edition 01 – Transparency in fisheries 

First edition looks quite broadly at the subject and set out several four basic questions: -What specifically does 

transparency in fisheries cover? What do we mean by the word transparency? What are the reasons for a lack of 

transparency? What are the assumptions being made about the impact of increasing transparency. This brief can be 

accessed on the following link: https://fisheriestransparency.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/FiTI_tBrief01_EN.pdf 

• tBrief – Edition 02 – Transparency of fisheries tenure 

Fisheries tenure systems – how and why governments allocate rights for fishing are one of the most critical aspects of 

sustainable fisheries management. However, in many countries fisheries tenure systems are characterised by secrecy 

and confidentiality. As a result, people have a limited insight into how tenure systems work, who owns fishing rights, 

and how the benefits and costs are distributed. This brief can be accessed on the following link: 

http://fisheriestransparency.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/FiTI_tBrief02_Tenure_EN.pdf 

• tBrief – Edition 03 – Fishing in the dark: Transparency of beneficial ownership 

The third edition highlights the major issues when the true identity of the beneficiary is kept hidden and identify 

obligations to enhance ownership transparency in fisheries. This brief can be accessed on the following link: 

http://fisheriestransparency.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/FiTI_tBrief03_BO_EN.pdf 

• tBrief – Edition 04 – A 20-year struggle: Transparency in subsidies to the fisheries sector 

Subsidies have become one of the most controversial subjects in debates on fisheries reforms. Perhaps more than any 

other single factor, subsidies are seen as the source of a range of problems, such as overfishing, illegal fishing and 

unfair benefit-sharing. In this fourth tBrief edition, the challenges of improving transparency in subsidies to the 

fisheries sector are outlined. This brief can be accessed on the following link: http://fisheriestransparency.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/11/FiTI_tBrief04_Subsidies_EN.pdf 

 

 

   

http://fisheriestransparency.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/FiTI_tBrief04_Subsidies_EN.pdf
http://fisheriestransparency.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/FiTI_tBrief04_Subsidies_EN.pdf
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35 IHM incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Oct 20. This is about 16% decrease as compared to 

the reported incidents in Sep 20. This is the first month after May 20 which witnessed a decrease in reported 

incidents as compared to the previous month. This still is a 120% increase from May 20 and 85% from Jun 20, which 

could be attributable to the favourable weather conditions in Mediterranean, ease of travel restrictions & the 

possible economic impact of COVID-19 and the associated sharp increase off Mayotte. 17 incidents were reported off 

Mayotte, 11 across the Mediterranean, four off Oman and one each off Djibouti, Malaysia & Singapore.    

Crossings off Mayotte – The Centre monitored a steady increase in the reported incidents of migrant crossings off 

Mayotte since Aug 20. The reported incidents have exceeded the pre-COVID levels observed till Feb 20. There was a 

sharp decline in the reported incidents from Mar 20 to Jul 20. As per an analysis of GI-TOC, the impact of COVID-

19 has a huge role in these changes observed in the area.  

Rohingya Migration – The Centre did not monitor any incident involving Rohingya migrants in Oct 20. This is in-line 

with the earlier reports monitored by the Centre, that the group of 297 migrants that landed off Aceh, Indonesia in 

Sep 20 were the last part of a large group (over 500) that sailed from Bangladesh in early months of 2020.    

Mediterranean – Incidents reported in Mediterranean were monitored off Italy, Lebanon, Libya, Malta, Morocco, 

Tunisia and Turkey. The Centre recorded an increase in the migrant crossings (both attempted & successful) in the 

region in the previous three months which is possibly due to favourable weather conditions. As per IOM reports, 

there has been a rise in crossings between Libya and Italy as compared to the reported incidents in 2019.  

Malaysia – There was a sharp decrease in the reported incidents off Malaysia, with just one incident as against 10 

reported incidents in Sep 20. This could be attributable to the positive deterrence owing to enhanced patrolling and 

proactive reporting as part of Op BENTENG initiated by the Malaysian authorities in May 20.     

 

IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION 
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Malta/ 02 Oct 20.   

On 02 Oct 20, it was reported that the Armed Forces of Malta (AFM) rescued 38 migrants in the Malteste waters. The 

rescue took place after the AFM’s attention was drawn to the migrants by a NGO-Alarm Phone. The vessel was 

reportedly monitored by a Malta flagged merchant vessel AMBRA. AFM patrol boats approached the vessel and 

attempted to repair its engine but were not successful. Therefore, the migrants were rescued and disembarked in Malta. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 03 Oct 20.   

On 03 Oct 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 16 migrants and a suspected smuggler onboard a 

kwasaa-kwasaa type boat off Mayotte. The suspects and the boats were handed over to the local authorities for further 

action.  

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Ramkeen Island, Lebanon/ 04 Oct 20.   

On 04 Oct 20, it was reported that the Lebanon’s state security apprehended 37 migrants (including women and 

children), off Ramkeen Island, Lebanon, who attempted to escape to Cyprus via sea routes. The boat carrying the 

migrants was apprehended  05 nm off Ramkeen Island after being picked up by the naval radars. The migrants included 

34 Syrians, two Lebanese and one Palestinian. They were reportedly handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation. 

 

•  Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 05 Oct 20.   

On 05 Oct 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 24 migrants and four suspected smugglers 

onboard two kwasaa-kwasaa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects and the boats were handed over to the local authorities 

for further action. 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Djibouti/ 05 Oct 20.   

On 05 Oct 20, it was reported that 14 migrants survived, eight lost their lives at sea and 12 migrants reportedly went 

missing off the coast of Djibouti. All 34 migrants onboard the vessel were reported to be Ethiopians who attempted to 

return to the Horn of Africa after failing to cross into Yemen. The 14 survivors were reportedly provided necessary 

medical assistance in Djibouti. 

 

•    Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 06 Oct 20.   
 

 On 06 Oct 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 53 migrants and four suspected smugglers 

onboard three kwasaa-kwasaa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects and the boats were handed over to the authorities for 

further action.   
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION INCIDENTS 

Coordinated efforts by Cyprus and Lebanon to prevent Irregular Human Migration 

On 06 Oct 20, Cyprus and Lebanon reportedly reaffirmed their firm willingness to implement the Agreement between 

the two countries on irregular migration and to coordinate their efforts, within the framework of the international 

law, to prevent irregular arrivals. As per reports, any person who leaves Lebanon, in accordance with the deal 

reached with Cyprus, should be returned home in coordination between the two countries. Last month, Cyprus has 

returned 200 migrants who arrived from Lebanon, safely under a Cypriot police escort. 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/Cyprus?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Lebanon?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Migration?src=hashtag_click
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Morocco/ 06 Oct 20.   

On 06 Oct 20, it was reported that the Moroccan authorities rescued 231 migrants (sub-Saharan African nationals) off 

Morocco. Reportedly, the migrants attempted to reach the European shores via makeshift boats, kayaks and jet skis. The 

migrants were brought ashore safely, provided with necessary medical assistance and were handed over to the local 

authorities. 

 

•     Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 07 Oct 20.  

  

On 07 Oct 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended three migrants and one suspected smuggler 

onboard a kwasaa-kwasaa type boat off Mayotte. The suspects and the boat were handed over to the local authorities for 

further action. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mirbat Beach, Oman/ 07 Oct 20.   

 On 07 Oct 20, it was reported that the Royal Oman Coast Guard officials apprehended three foreign nationals off Mirbat 

beach, Oman. Reportedly, the foreign nationals attempted to enter the country illegally via sea-route. The suspects were 

handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 08 Oct 20.   

On 08 Oct 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended six migrants and one suspected smuggler 

onboard a kwasaa-kwasaa type boat off Mayotte. The suspects and the boat were handed over to the local authorities for 

further action. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tuas, Singapore/ 08 Oct 20.   

On 08 Oct 20, it was reported that the Singapore authorities apprehended four Indonesians for illegally entering the 

country via sea-route. The migrants reportedly jumped overboard upon being noticed. The suspects were handed over to 

the Immigration and Checkpoints authorities for further action. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 09 Oct 20.   

On 09 Oct 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 17 migrants and one suspected smuggler 

onboard a kwasaa-kwasaa type boat off Mayotte. The suspects and the boat were handed over to the local authorities for 

further action. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 10 Oct 20.   

On 10 Oct 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 14 migrants onboard a kwasaa-kwasaa type boat 

off Mayotte. The authorities also seized 19 cartons of cigarettes onboard. The suspects and the boat were handed over to 

the authorities for further action. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Sfax, Tunisia/ 11 Oct 20.   

On 11 Oct 20, a boat carrying 27 migrants (all African nationals) reportedly sank off port city 

of Sfax, Tunisia. Reportedly, 11 migrants (including eight women & three children) lost their 

lives at sea, seven migrants were rescued by the authorities and nine were reported to be  

missing. 

           

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 12 Oct 20.   

On 12 Oct 20, the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) reported that 390 migrants (including women and 

children) were rescued off the coast of Libya. The migrants were reportedly rescued and returned to Libya. The IOM 

team provided necessary assistance to the migrants at the disembarkation points. 



 32     

  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Malta/ 14 Oct 20.   

On 14 Oct 20, it was reported that an Antigua and Barbuda flagged cargo vessel ALK rescued 56 migrants at sea who 

were disembarked in Malta. These migrants comprised 30 males, 10 females, 13 children and 03 infants. Reportedly, the 

migrants were stranded at sea amid heavy weather for several days. 
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Turkey/ 14 Oct 20.   

On 14 Oct 20, it was reported that the Turkish authorities apprehended 300 migrants in Western and Eastern parts of 

Turkey. Reportedly, half of the migrants entered Turkey via land routes while the other half attempted to cross its 

Western border with Greece via sea-route onboard a wooden boat. Four out of them were charged for smuggling 

migrants across the borders. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 15 Oct 20.   

On 15 Oct 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 39 migrants and three suspected smugglers 

onboard a kwasaa-kwasaa type boat off Mayotte. The suspects and the boat were handed over to the local authorities for 

further action. 
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Comoros/ 17 Oct 20  

On 17 Oct 20, it was reported that Comoros authorities apprehended five migrants onboard a vessel MV SIMA B off 

Comoros. The boat reportedly arrived from Madagascar. The migrants were hidden at the bottom of the holds between 

the cargo. Subsequently, the migrants were handed over to the local authorities for further action.  

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 18 Oct 20.   

On 18 Oct 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 41 migrants and three suspected smugglers 

onboard three kwasaa-kwasaa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects and the boats were handed over to the local 

authorities for further action. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 18 Oct 20.   

On 18 Oct 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 18 migrants and two suspected smugglers 

onboard two kwasaa-kwasaa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects and the boat were handed over to the local authorities 

for further action. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 19 Oct 20.   

On 19 Oct 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 57 migrants and three suspected smugglers 

onboard three kwasaa-kwasaa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects and the boats were handed over to the local 

authorities for further action. 

 

Comments.  As per IOM, 9,448 migrants (including women and children) were rescued and returned to Libya since 

Jan 20. The organisation also reported that 196 migrants lost their lives at sea and 275 migrants went missing on the 

Central Mediterranean route in the year 2020.  

 

As per the latest reports, the four missing crew members have been rescued and are reported to be safe.  

. 

 

Rise in Migration flow into Mayotte 

 

As per some open source reports, the flow of migrants to Mayotte has increased exponentially in the month of Oct 20 

which may be attributable to the impact of COVID-19 pandemic. The island of Mayotte, a French overseas 

department, has reportedly experienced population growth and transformation as a result of migration. As per repots, 

the vast majority of the migrants come via Anjouan, the island of the Union of the Comoros closest to Mayotte.  
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Shinas, Oman/ 19 Oct 20.   

On 19 Oct 20, it was reported that Royal Oman Coast Guard officials apprehended 14 foreign nationals off Shinas, 

Oman. Reportedly, the foreign nationals attempted to enter the Sultanate illegally via sea-route. The suspects were 

handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Sicily, Italy/ 19 Oct 20.   

On 19 Oct 20, it was reported that the Italian Coast Guard rescued six migrants from a boat off Sicily, Italy. The boat was 

reportedly enroute from Algeria to Sardinia, Italy with 11 migrants onboard and was stranded at sea for 10 days. Five 

migrants reportedly lost their lives at sea and the rest were provided with necessary medical assistance.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Selangor, Malaysia/ 20 Oct 20.   

On 20 Oct 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) apprehended four Indonesians 

off Selangor, Malaysia for attempting to enter the country illegally. The enforcement officers sighted the boat after they 

were alerted by the Malaysian Sea Vessel Tracking System (Swasla) team. The migrants were handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Al Batinah, Oman/ 21 Oct 20.   

On 21 Oct 20, it was reported that the Oman authorities seized two boats for illegally entering into Oman via sea-route. 

The first boat was reportedly carrying 11 foreign nationals and the second boat was carrying two foreign nationals, off 

North and South Al Batinah, Oman. The suspects and the boats were handed over to the local authorities for further 

action. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 21 Oct 20.   

On 21 Oct 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended nine migrants and one suspected smuggler 

onboard a kwasaa-kwasaa type boat off Mayotte. The suspects and the boat were handed over to the local authorities for 

further action. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off North Al Batinah, Oman/ 22 Oct 20.   

On 22 Oct 20, it was reported that the Royal Oman Police (ROP) apprehended four suspects for smuggling humans 

across the sea off North Al Batinah, Oman. Reportedly, the four suspects included two expatriates. The smugglers were 

handed over to the Oman authorities for further action.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration / Off Mayotte/ 24 Oct 20. 

On 24 Oct 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 32 migrants onboard two kwassa-kwassa type 

boats off Mayotte. The migrants were handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration / Off Mayotte/ 25 Oct 20. 

On 25 Oct 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended four kwassa-kwassa type boats, with 92 migrants 

onboard. The migrants were handed over to the local authorities for further action.  

 

 

 

Comments.  As per local media reports, the Omani Coast Guard Police Command apprehended more than 322 

smugglers and infiltrators of different nationalities who attempted to enter the country illegally through the sea-route 

during the third quarter (Q3) of 2020. The reports were issued based on a press release by the Royal Oman Police 

and the Coast Guard Police Command.  

 

 

As per the latest reports, the four missing crew members have been rescued and are reported to be safe.  

. 
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 25 Oct 20.   

On 25 Oct 20, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued 10 migrants off the coast of Libya. Reportedly, the 

migrants attempted to cross from Libya to Europe onboard a small boat. However, it was reported that the boat capsized 

off Libya and 11 migrants, including a pregnant woman, drowned in the incident.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration / Off Mayotte/ 26 Oct 20.  

On 26 Oct 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended two kwassa-kwassa type boats, with 11 migrants 

onboard. The migrants were handed over to the local authorities for further action. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Marmaris, Turkey/ 27 Oct 20.   

On 27 Oct 20, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 12 migrants off Marmaris, Turkey. The migrants 

were reportedly assisted to the nearby ports and shifted to local migration offices. Turkish authorities apprehended two 

alleged human smugglers related to the incident. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 27 Oct 20.  

On 27 Oct 20, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard rescued five migrants and recovered 

three bodies off the Libyan coast. The migrants were reportedly onboard a small boat that was 

damaged at sea. The Coast Guard assisted the migrants to a disembarking point in Tripoli and 

were provided with necessary health and humanitarian aid upon arrival. 

• Irregular Human Migration / Off Mayotte/ 29 Oct 20.  

On 29 Oct 20, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended a kwassa-kwassa type boat, with 14 migrants 

onboard. The migrants were handed over to the local authorities for further action. 
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Human Migration Data Portal by IOM (International Organisation for Migration) 

The Migration Portal by IOM aims to serve as a unique access point to timely, comprehensive migration statistics 

and reliable information about migration data globally. The site is helpful for policy makers, national statistics 

officers, journalists and the general public interested in the field of migration to navigate the increasingly complex 

landscape of international migration data, currently scattered across different organisations and agencies.  

The Portal has been developed by IOM’s Global Migration Data Analysis Centre (GMDAC), with the guidance of 

its Advisory Board and was supported in its conception by the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU). Reportedly, the 

Portal is the first iteration of an ongoing process to develop a “one-stop-shop” for international data. The six main 

sections of the Portal are as follows:-  

➢ Data – The interactive world map visualises international, publicly-available and internationally comparable 

migration data.  

➢ Themes – Thematic overviews explain how various aspects of migration are measured, what are the data 

sources, their strengths and weaknesses and provide context and analysis of key migration data. 

➢ Tools – Migration data tools are regularly added to find the right tools, guidelines and manuals on how to 

collect, interpret and disseminate migration data. 

➢ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Global Compact on Migration (GCM) – Migration Data, the 

SDGs and the new Global Compact on Migration (GCM) – Reviews the migration-related targets in the SDGs, 

how they are defined and measured, and provides information on the new GCM and the migration data needs to 

support its implementation.  

➢ Overviews  – Find key migration statistics by country and region and profiles of countries' migration governance 

structures according to the Migration Governance Indicators (MGI). 

➢ Blog – The Talking Migration Data video series provide a place for the migration data community to share their 

opinion on new developments and policy, new data, or methods.  

The Portal can be accessed on the following link: https://migrationdataportal.org/?i=stock_abs_&t=2019 

  

 

https://migrationdataportal.org/data
https://migrationdataportal.org/themes
https://migrationdataportal.org/tools
https://migrationdataportal.org/sdgs
https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/global-compact-migration
https://migrationdataportal.org/snapshots
https://migrationdataportal.org/blog
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58 maritime incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Oct 20 which is slightly lower than 60 incidents 

recorded in Sep 20. Majority of the incidents were related to Search and Rescue, followed by incidents of vessels 

running aground and capsizing of vessels at sea. The month witnessed one collision involving a dredger and an 

anchored tanker off Melaka anchorage, Malaysia. However, there were no reports of oil spill related to the incident.  

 

Aground – The Centre monitored reporting of 14 incidents of vessels running aground, which is the highest number 

of such incidents in a single month since Jan 20. The sharp increase may possibly be attributed to the prevalence of 

heavy weather conditions in certain parts of SE Asia.  

  

Capsize and Sinking of Vessels – Seven incidents of capsizing and three incidents of vessels sinking at sea were 

recorded by the Centre. This is a 55% decrease from the similar incidents reported in Sep 20 and the lowest since 

Jun 20. The positive development may be attributed to improved weather and sea conditions, especially for small 

boat operations, after the withdrawal of South West monsoon season.  

 

SAR Operations – 18 SAR and two Medevac operations undertaken by various maritime agencies were monitored 

during the month of Oct 20. This is small decrease from 23 and 21 combined incidents of SAR & Medevac reported 

in Aug 20 and Sep 20, respectively.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARITIME INCIDENTS 
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• Death/ Off Karwar, India/ 02 Oct 20.    

  

On 02 Oct 20, it was reported that a person died in a paramotoring accident off Karwar, Karnataka. When he was about 

100 mtrs above the sea level, the paramotor reportedly developed a snag and fell into the water. Reportedly, he was 

rescued from the sea and lost his life while he was being shifted to the hospital. 

 

• Collision/ Off Melaka Anchorage, Malaysia/ 02 Oct 20. 

 

On 02 Oct 20, it was reported that a Sierra Leone flagged dredger OCEANLINE 5001 collided 

with an anchored Bahamas flagged tanker STROVOLOS , off Melaka anchorage, Malaysia. The 

tanker reportedly suffered portside hull breach above waterline and some damage on cargo 

deck. Later, the dredger was brought to the anchorage while the tanker remained in the same 

position.  
 

• Fire/ Off Tharuvaikulam Harbour, India/ 02 Oct 20.  

On 02 Oct 20, it was reported that a mechanised fishing boat had an incident of fire onboard, off Tharuvaikulam Fishing 

Harbour, Tamil Nadu. The boat was reportedly carrying fishnets worth USD 130,000. Reportedly, the fire broke out 

onboard the vessel due to explosion of a LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) cylinder. The crew managed to escape from the 

boat and were reported to be safe. The fire was reported to be brought under control by the local fire department. 

 

• SAR/ Off Negombo, Sri Lanka/ 03 Oct 20. 

 

On 03 Oct 20, three youths among a group of four were reported to be missing off Kammaltota, Negombo. The group of 

four youths reportedly, went out for sea swimming. The cause of the incident is not yet known. A SAR was initiated to 

locate the missing personnel. 

 

• SAR/ Off Medinah, Saudi Arabia/ 04 Oct 20. 

 

On 04 Oct 20, it was reported that Saudi Maritime Border Guard patrol rescued six personnel at 

sea off Medinah, Saudi Arabia. Reportedly, the officials received a distress signal about a boat 

breaking down at sea, with six citizens onboard. Subsequently, a SAR was launched and the boat 

was located. Necessary assistance was provided to the crew members and their boat was towed 

safely to Abbasi marina. The crew was reported to be safe. 

 

• SAR/ Off Bali, Indonesia/ 04 Oct 20. 

 

On 04 Oct 20, two fishermen were reported missing in the sea off Tanah Lot Temple, Bali. Nearby fishermen in that area 

attempted to locate them, but they were not found. Reportedly, Bali SAR team was deployed and a search was initiated to 

locate the missing fishermen. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off West Tanjung Batu, Malaysia/ 05 Oct 20. 

 

On 05 Oct 20, it was reported that MMEA officials apprehended the Master of a Malaysian 

cargo boat off West Tanjung Batu, Lumut for not having license. Reportedly, the Master and 

three local crew members onboard were handed over to the authorities for further action. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Johor, Malaysia/ 05 Oct 20. 

 

On 05 Oct 20, it was reported that the MMEA apprehended two vessels (a bulk carrier and a bunker tanker) for 

conducting illegal ship-to-ship bunker transfers in the Eastern Johor waters, Malaysia. The detained vessels were handed 

over to the Malaysian authorities for further action. 

 

 

SUMMARY OF MARITIME INCIDENTS 
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• Medevac/ Off Jeffreys Bay, South Africa/ 06 Oct 20. 

 

On 06 Oct 20, it was reported that the NSRI sea rescue craft SPIRIT OF ST FRANCIS II evacuated a old local crewman 

from a Chokka fishing vessel offshore of Jeffreys Bay, South Africa. The person reportedly required urgent medical 

emergency. Later, the patient was shifted to a hospital and was reported to be safe. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Mombasa, Kenya/ 06 Oct 20. 

 

On 06 Oct 20, it was reported that two personnel drowned after a boat carrying 12 workers capsized off Mombasa while 

crossing the Indian Ocean. The Kenya Marine authorities rescued ten personnel and later, shifted them to the hospital. 

Reportedly, one body was recovered while the other was reported to be missing. 

• Sunk/ Off Danang, Vietnam/ 07 Oct 20. 

On 07 Oct 20, it was reported that a Vietnamese flagged cargo ship CONG THANH 27 with 11 crew members onboard, 

collided with an unidentified object, listed and sank off Danang, Vietnam. The ship was reportedly enroute from Hai 

Phong to Hai Tho, Southern Vietnam. All crew members were evacuated and reported to be safe. 

• Aground/ Off Bali, Indonesia/ 07 Oct 20. 

On 07 Oct 20, it was reported that an Indonesian flagged passenger RO-RO DHARMA RUCITRA ran aground off Bali 

Strait, Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessel in transit from the port of Ketapang to Gilimanauk drifted towards shallow 

waters due to heavy weather and ran aground. It was reported that tug SATYA KENCANA was dispatched to assist in 

refloating and tow the vessel. 

 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Gilimanuk Port, Indonesia/ 07 Oct 20. 

 

On 07 Oct 20, it was reported that an Indonesian flagged Passenger RO-RO AGUNG WILIS 1 encountered mechanical 

failure off Gilimanuk port, Bali, Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessel in transit from the port of Ketapang to Gilimanauk  

encountered engine failure and drifted in the vicinity of Gilimanuk port. The passengers onboard were evacuated and the 

vessel was towed to Gilimanuk port, Bali with assistance from tug TUGA ANUGRAH. 

 

• SAR/ Off Bali, Indonesia/ 07 Oct 20. 

 

On 07 Oct 20, it was reported that an Indonesian flagged fishing vessel KM TANJUNG PERMAI with 12 crew members 

onboard was reported to be missing off Bali, Indonesia. Reportedly, the boat last communicated with the fishing 

company at about 1400 UTC on 05 Oct 20 and reported about water ingress. A helicopter, two ships and personnel from 

the local search and rescue office were deployed for locating the missing vessel.     

                                                                    

• SAR/ Off Manappad, India/ 08 Oct 20. 

On 08 Oct 20, the Indian Coast Guard vessel CGS VAIBHAV rescued six fishermen 

approx 48nm South East of Manappad. It was reported that the fishing boat and crew 

sought assistance due to flooding of the boat’s engine room. The Coast Guard ship closed 

the boat and the ship’s damage control team operated portable submersible pumps and 

undertook de-flooding. As the water level in the boat receded, the team undertook repairs 

using quick drying cement/oakum and wooden wedges.  

Update  

 

On 08 Oct 20, one of the crew members was rescued by a fishing vessel in vicinity. It was reported that the fishing 

vessel KM TANJUNG PERMAI encountered heavy weather and capsized on 05 Oct 20. The rescued crew member 

managed to drift on a floating object prior being rescued. Search was initiated to locate the missing crew members. 
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• SAR/ Off Kharinashi Harbour, India/ 08 Oct 20. 

 

On 08 Oct 20, a fisherman was reported missing after he fell overboard from a mechanised boat off Kharinashi harbour, 

Odisha. The fisherman was reportedly loading ice on the boat off the jetty and subsequently fell into the water. Officials 

of Fisheries department launched a search operation to locate the missing fisherman. 

 

• Sunk/ Off Matemo, Mozambique/ 09 Oct 20. 

 

On 09 Oct 20, one of the two boats that departed to the island of Matemo from the coastal town of Pangane, 

Mozambique was reported sunk. The boats were reportedly carrying civilians displaced due to ongoing conflict in the 

country. The cause of sinking was not reported. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Johor, Malaysia/ 09 Oct 20. 

 

On 09 Oct 20, it was reported that the MMEA during an operation, apprehended 60 foreign 

nationals onboard six foreign registered fishing vessels off Johor, Malaysia. Reportedly, the 

vessels trespassed into the country’s waters and were found to be anchored without valid 

permission. The suspects alongwith the fishing vessels were handed over to the local authorities 

for further action.  
 

• Aground/ Off Da Nang, Vietnam/ 10 Oct 20. 

 

On 10 Oct 20, it was reported that an Indonesia flagged container ship MV JAKARTA ran aground off 

Da Nang, Vietnam. The vessel was under tow at the time of the incident and no crew members were 

reported onboard. The ship reportedly encountered heavy weather and broke from the tow.  
 

 

• Aground/ Off Gusung Karangaji, Indonesia / 11 Oct 20. 

 

On 11 Oct 20, it was reported that an Indonesian flagged ferry MUTIARA PERTIWI 3 with 59 crew members onboard 

ran aground off Gusung Karangaji, Indonesia. All crew members onboard were safely evacuated and transferred to the 

port of Tanjung Priok, Indonesia. All crew members were reported to be safe.  
 

• SAR/ Off Noakhalipara, Bangladesh/ 12 Oct 20. 

 

On 12 Oct 20, it was reported that the Bangladesh Coast Guard (BCG) during their routine patrol, rescued seven 

fishermen from their boat off Noakhalipara, Cox's Bazar. The boat was reportedly submerged due to heavy weather 

condition. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Mali Island, Myanmar/ 12 Oct 20. 

 

On 12 Oct 20, one fisherman was reported missing and six fishermen were rescued by a Myanmar Navy ship off Mali 

Island, Myanmar. Their fishing vessel TOE TAT OO 1 reportedly capsized due to heavy weather. The rescued crew 

members were evacuated to the naval ship and were provided necessary medical assistance. A SAR was launched to 

locate the missing fisherman. 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments.  As per reports, the vessel was apparently at the end of her life and was being towed to a ship breaking 

yard, before her tow broke and she ran aground. The vessel is appreciated to be former CMA CGM JAKARTA, whose 

last AIS transmission was observed in Hong Kong. It is understood that the vessel changed identity to MV JAKARTA 

before final voyage (a common pattern observed in end of life vessels) and was unmanned. This is corroborated by the 

Hong Kong flag still flying on yardarm. 
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• Aground/ Off Visakhapatnam, India/ 13 Oct 20. 

 

On 13 Oct 20, it was reported that a Bangladesh flagged general cargo vessel MV MAA ran aground off Visakhapatnam, 

India. The vessel that departed from Mongla port, Bangladesh was anchored off the coast of Visakhapatnam. It was 

reported that the anchor dragged due to heavy weather and the vessel ran aground on the coast of Visakhapatnam. 

 

• Death/ Off Bandar Aceh, Indonesia/ 13 Oct 20. 

 

On 13 Oct 20, an incident of death was reported onboard a Malta flagged bulk carrier MORANDI off Bandar Aceh, 

Indonesia. The vessel was reportedly enroute from Ukraine to China when a crew member suffered heart attack and lost 

his life. The vessel interrupted her voyage off Bandar Aceh, Western Sumatra to transfer the deceased crew member and 

resumed her voyage.  
 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Miri, Malaysia/ 13 Oct 20. 

 

On 13 Oct 20, it was reported that the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) apprehended a cargo vessel 

sailing without registration number off Miri, Malaysia. The vessel was reportedly heading towards the entrance of 

Sungai Miri and was approaching the river when the patrol boats intercepted it. The vessel was handed over to the 

authorities for further action. 

 

• Aground/ Off Bohol, Philippines/ 13 Oct 20. 

 

On 13 Oct 20, it was reported that a Philippines flagged cargo vessel MV SEABORNE VII with 

22 crew members onboard, ran aground off Bohol, Philippines. The vessel was reportedly 

loaded with container vans from Manila. As per reports, the incident happened due to poor 

visibility. The vessel and crew were reported to be safe.  

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Sedili, Malaysia/ 14 Oct 20. 

 

On 14 Oct 20, the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) detained three vessels for unauthorised activities 

in the waters off Sedili, near Kota Tinggi. The Tanjung Sedili Maritime Zone received a complaint from the local 

maritime community about a suspicious ship-to-ship (STS) activity in the area. A Malaysian Maritime patrol boat 

involved in OPS JAKSA (BENTENG) detected the three vessels in proximity about 14nm East of Tanjung Sedili Besar. 

The vessels detained were a Very Large Crude Carrier (VLCC), a tanker and a service/ supply boat. Further inspection 

revealed that the VLCC was transferring its oil cargo to the tanker. 

 

• Aground/ Suez Canal, Egypt/ 14 Oct 20. 

 

On 14 Oct 20, it was reported that a Liberia flagged container ship CMA CGM MISSOURI ran aground while transiting 

the Suez Canal, Egypt. The vessel had a total power failure resulting in loss of steering. The crew was reported to be safe 

and no pollution occurred as a result of the incident.  

 

• Aground/ Off Sebuku Island, Indonesia/ 14 Oct 20. 

 

On 14 Oct 20, it was reported that an Indonesia flagged general cargo ship NOAH SATU ran aground on the Northern 

coast of Sebuku island, Sunda Strait. The vessel was reportedly carrying 2,500 tonnes of tapioca. The vessel was 

refloated with the help of a tug and was towed to Bakauheni anchorage, Sumatra.   
 

Update  

 

As per reports, the vessel lost both anchors due to heavy weather after she ran aground. After the vessel ran aground, 

the contract to salvage the ship was awarded to M/S Resolve Marine. It was reported that pumping out of fuel and oil 

was completed by the firm. The crew was reported safe onboard and external power supply was provided to ensure 

habitability on the vessel.   
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• Medevac/ Off Tombeau Bay, Mauritius/ 14 Oct 20. 

 

On 14 Oct 20, it was reported that the Mauritius Coast Guard evacuated one crew member from the vessel MV KIARA off 

Tombeau Bay, Mauritius. Reportedly, the crew required urgent medical assistance. Later, the crew was shifted to a 

hospital and was reported to be safe. 

 

• SAR/ Off Ras Madraka, Oman/ 16 Oct 20. 

 

On 16 Oct 20, it was reported that the US and Royal Oman Navy rescued and rendered 

assistance to an Iranian dhow at sea off Ras Madraka, Oman. The dhow reportedly suffered 

some technical failure in the engine and was disabled at sea. The naval authorities provided 

food and provisions to the crew onboard the dhow. 

 

• Aground/ Off Ba Don, Vietnam/ 17 Oct 20. 

 

On 17 Oct 20, it was reported that a Vietnam flagged bulk carrier VTB Star ran aground in the waters off Ba Don in 

Quang Binh, Vietnam. The vessel reportedly encountered heavy weather and ran aground. No damage was reported on 

the vessel and the crew members were reported to be safe  

 

• Capsize/ Off Hejamadi, Karnataka, India/ 18 Oct 20.                                                             

 

On 18 Oct 20, it was reported that a fishing boat carrying six fishermen capsized off Hejamadi, Karnataka. The boat 

reportedly encountered heavy weather and one of the fisherman went missing in the incident. The remaining five 

fishermen were reportedly rescued by the authorities. A search was initiated to locate the missing fisherman. 

 

• SAR/ Off Panambur beach, Karnataka, India/ 19 Oct 20. 

 

On 19 Oct 20, it was reported that the lifeguards at Panambur Beach rescued two personnel from drowning off Panambur 

beach, Karnataka . Reportedly, the two personnel were washed away due to strong currents in the area, while venturing at 

sea. 

 

• SAR/ Off Tawi-Tawi, Phillipines/ 19 Oct 20. 

 

On 19 Oct 20, it was reported that the Philippines authorities rescued 11 personnel from a capsized boat RONYMAL off 

Tawi-Tawi, Philippines. The boat was reportedly enroute from Sitangkai to Bongo when it encountered rough weather 

and capsized. All crew members were provided necessary assistance and safely transferred ashore. 

 

• SAR/ Off Tawi-Tawi, Phillipines/ 19 Oct 20. 

•  

On 19 Oct 20, it was reported that four crew members onboard a boat BABY NOR went missing off Tawi-Tawi, 

Philippines. The cause of the incident was unknown and a search was initiated by the authorities to locate the missing 

personnel. 

 

• Fire/ Off Bangladesh/ 20 Oct 20. 

 

On 20 Oct 20, an incident of fire was reported onboard a lighter vessel MV CARINA-1 off 

Bangladesh. Reportedly, the vessel laden with 2,000 tonnes of wheat, encountered fire in the 

engine room. The Bangladesh Coast Guard rescued all the 14 crew members onboard the vessel 

and provided necessary medical assistance.  

 

• SAR/ Off Kakinada, India/ 20 Oct 20. 

 

On 20 Oct 20, it was reported that a fisherman drowned as his boat capsized off Kakinada, India. The boat reportedly 

capsized due to heavy weather. It was reported that the second fisherman in the boat was rescued by the boats in vicinity 

and a search was initiated to locate the first fisherman. 

 



 42     

  

• SAR/ Off Paradip, India/ 23 Oct 20. 

 

On 23 Oct 20, it was reported that the Indian Marine team rescued three Bangladeshi sailors who fell into the sea at the 

anchorage of Paradip Port Trust (PPT), Odisha. The sailors were identified as the crew members of a Malta flagged 

vessel OCEAN CENTURY and were reportedly undertaking maintenance when they fell overboard. The rescued crew 

members were shifted to a local hospital and were reported to be stable.  

 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Red Sea/ 23 Oct 20. 

On 23 Oct 20, it was reported that a Denmark flagged cargo vessel MV SOROE MAERSK 80 suffered power failure off 

Red Sea. The vessel reportedly departed Colombo, Sri Lanka on 18 Oct 20 and was enroute to Suez Canal when it 

encountered the failure. The vessel carried out repairs and was reported to be safe. 

 

• Capsize/ off Maroantsetra, Madagascar/ 23 Oct 20.  

On 23 Oct 20, it was reported that a fiber boat with 14 crew members onboard capsized off Maroantsetra, Madagascar. 

The boat reportedly encountered heavy weather. The local authorities rescued the crew members and towed the vessel to 

the port of Maroantsetra, Madagascar. All crew members were reported to be safe. 

 

• Aground/ Off Koh Samui, Thailand/ 24 Oct 20. 

On 24 Oct 20, it was reported that a Sierra Leone flagged general cargo ship SUNTUD SAMUT 3 ran aground off Koh 

Samui, Gulf of Thailand. Reportedly, the vessel was enroute to Laem Chabang from Surat Thani, with cargo of wood. 

The vessel developed a list on her port side and the crew members abandoned the ship. The 10 crew members were 

rescued by local fishermen. 

 

• Aground/ Off Binh Dinh, Vietnam/ 25 Oct 20. 

On 25 Oct 20, it was reported that a Vietnam flagged cargo vessel NAM KHANH 36 ran aground off Binh Dinh Province 

in South central Vietnam. The vessel in transit from Quy Nhon to Haiphong, suffered a total power failure, lost steerage 

and drifted over the reefs in vicinity which resulted in hull breech and water ingress. Reportedly, the crew to avoid 

sinking of the vessel, intentionally ran her aground on the adjacent beach. The crew members were rescued and reported 

to be safe. 

 

• SAR/ Off Lapu Lapu, Philippines/ 26 Oct 20. 

On 26 Oct 20, it was reported that the Philippines authorities rescued 11 crew members off Lapu Lapu port, Philippines. 

Reportedly, the crew members were onboard a motorised banca MBCA CHESTER 1, which failed to dock due to huge 

waves. The banca was reportedly enroute from Marigondon to Olango island and drifted for seven hours before the 

rescue team arrived. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Paradip, India/ 26 Oct 20. 

On 26 Oct 20, it was reported that a fishing trawler with nine fishermen onboard, capsized off Paradip coast, India. The 

trawler reportedly capsized after colliding with the wreck of former Mongolian Flagged vessel MV BLACK ROSE. A 

SAR was initiated by the Indian authorities and all the fishermen were rescued.  

 

 

 

 

 

Comments.  As per reports, the Mongolian flagged bulk carrier MV BLACK ROSE, with 27 crew members sank off 

Paradip port on 10 Sep 09. All crew members except the Chief Engineer were rescued by the Indian Coast Guard.  A 

similar incident of collision of a fishing vessel with the wreck was observed in Nov 19. The submerged vessel has been 

observed to be a navigational hazard for fishing vessels operating in the area.  
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• Aground/ Off Batangas, Philippines/ 26 Oct 20. 

 

On 26 Oct 20, it was reported that the vessel MC RORO-12 ran aground due to heavy weather off Batangas, Philippines. 

There were reportedly five crew members onboard the vessel. The Philippines Coast Guard dispatched tugs to render 

towing assistance to the vessel. 

 

• Aground/ Off Batangas, Philippines/ 26 Oct 20. 

 

On 26 Oct 20, it was reported that a Philippines flagged vessel ST NURIE ran aground after encountering heavy weather 

off Batangas, Philippines. Reportedly, the Philippines Coast Guard (PCG) rescued the crew members onboard and 

rendered them with necessary medical assistance. 

 

• Fire/ Off Shell Island, Philippines/ 26 Oct 20. 

 

On 26 Oct 20, it was reported that a Philippines flagged RO-RO SUPER SHUTTLE RORO 3 had an incident of fire in the 

engine room off Shell Island, Cebu. Reportedly, two crew members sustained injuries in the incident. The Philippines 

Coastguard rendered necessary medical assistance to the injured crew members. Subsequently, the fire was extinguished 

by the authorities and the vessel was towed to the Quano Wharf. 

 

• Aground/ Off Kepulauan Selayar, Indonesia/ 26 Oct 20. 

 

On 26 Oct 20, it was reported that an Indonesian flagged cargo vessel ASIA RAYA ran aground in the waters off 

Kepulauan Selayar, Indonesia. The vessel reportedly encountered failure of navigational equipment and eventually ran 

aground. All 32 personnel onboard were safely evacuated by the authorities.  

 

• Aground/ Off Samalona Island, Indonesia/ 26 Oct 20. 

 

On 26 Oct 20, it was reported that an Indonesian flagged cargo vessel STB 35 PONTIANAK ran 

aground off Samalona Island, Indonesia. The vessel reportedly ran over a coral reef after 

encountering heavy weather. There were no casualties reported in this incident and the vessel 

was towed to the nearest port. 

 

• Violent Confrontation/ Off Laamu Atoll, Maldives/ 26 Oct 20.                                                                              

  

On 26 Oct 20, it was reported that a Maldivian flagged fishing vessel FASKURI was boarded by unidentified locals off 

Vadinolhu, Laamu Atoll. Reportedly the vessel with 22 crew members onboard was boarded by the armed locals as a fall-

out of a contract disagreement between two local parties. Subsequently, the Maldives Police Service apprehended three 

perpetrators for boarding the vessel illegally. As per reports, the perpetrators were armed with meat cleavers and other 

sharp-edged metal objects. The crew was reported to be safe and investigation is underway into the incident. 

 

• SAR/ Off Laoang, Philippines/ 27 Oct 20. 

 

On 27 Oct 20, it was reported that the Philippines Coast Guard (PCG) rescued 25 local fishermen 

from a distressed motor banca MB ETHAN MATTHEW off Laoang, Philippines. The vessel 

reportedly encountered hull damages due to heavy weather in the area.  
 

• Sunk/ Off Sarawak, Malaysia/ 27 Oct 20. 

 

On 27 Oct 20, it was reported that the Malaysian flagged offshore support vessel DAYANG 

TOPAZ with 125 personnel onboard, sank off Sarawak, Malaysia. The vessel reportedly collided 

with an oil platform. Reportedly, 121 crew members were rescued by the Malaysian authorities 

Update  

 

27 Oct 20: - As per open source reports, the cargo vessel ASIA RAYA refloated on 27 Oct 20 and was reported to be 

safe.  
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and four were reported to be missing. One crew member reportedly lost his life and a search is underway to locate the 

missing crew members.  
 

 

• Capsize/ Off Occidental Mindoro, Philippines/ 29 Oct 20. 

 

On 29 Oct 20, it was reported that the Philippine Coast Guard rescued two fishermen from a 

capsized boat in the waters off Occidental Mindoro, Philippines. However, the third fisherman 

who was onboard went missing. Their boat reportedly capsized after encountering heavy 

weather. A SAR was initiated to locate the missing fisherman.  
 

• Capsize/ Off Tamil Nadu, India/ 30 Oct 20. 

 

On 30 Oct 20, it was reported that a fisherman went missing while four other fishermen onboard escaped with injuries 

after their boat capsized off Thengapattanam, Tamil Nadu. The boat reportedly capsized due to heavy weather and 

collided with rocks in vicinity. Fishermen onboard other boats in vicinity rescued the four injured fishermen and towed 

their boat to the shore. A SAR was initiated to locate the missing fisherman. 

 

• SAR/ Off Marinduque, Philippines/ 31 Oct 20. 

 

On 31 Oct 20, a local fisherman was reported to be missing in the waters of Marinduque, Philippines. Reportedly, the 

fisherman went out to sea for fishing onboard a motorised banca. The cause of the incident is still unknown. A SAR was 

initiated to locate the missing fisherman. 

 

• SAR/ Off Muscat, Oman/ 31 Oct 20. 

 

On 31 Oct 20, it was reported that the Royal Navy of Oman rescued a Pakistani flagged vessel off 

Muscat, Oman. The vessel reportedly developed a technical failure in the engines about 50 nm 

North East of Muscat. Reportedly, necessary assistance was provided to the crew members and the 

vessel was towed to the Sultan Qaboos Port, Muscat.  

 

• SAR/ Off Kemari, Pakistan/ 31 Oct 20. 

 

On 31 Oct 20, it was reported that the Pakistani Coast Guard (PCG) rescued nine crew members from a stranded fishing 

boat AL DANIYAL off Kemari, Pakistan. The fishing boat reportedly encountered engine failure and was likely to 

capsize. The crew members were rendered necessary assistance and reported to be safe. 
  

Update  

02 Nov 20:- As per open source reports, the four missing crew members were rescued by the Malaysian authorities 

and were reported to be safe.  

 

‘Made in India’ VTS and VTMS software e-launched on 20 Oct 20 

 

Indian Minister of State for Shipping e-launched the development of Indigenous Software solution for Vessel Traffic 

Service (VTS) and Vessels Traffic Monitoring Systems (VTMS) in New Delhi on 20 Oct 20. This initiative is aligning 

with the vision of ‘Aatma Nirbhar Bharat’ of the Prime Minster. ‘Made in India’ VTS and VTMS software will pave 

the way for ‘Make for the world’ vessel traffic management systems. Indigenous development of VTS software would 

enable the port and coastal authorities to monitor & manage the traffic and also allow smooth integration with 

existing software systems at the ports.   
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• Suspicious approaches in Gulf of Aden/ Gulf of Oman. 
 

Two incidents of suspicious approach were reported in the Gulf of Aden in Oct 20. Both the incidents were reported by 

vessels transiting south of Yemen. Since Jan 20, the Centre monitored 17 incidents of suspicious approach in the Gulf of 

Aden. There were no reported incidents in the Gulf of Oman/ Persian Gulf region. The details have been covered in the 

first section of the MMSU. 

 

Gulf of Aden/ Gulf of Oman Update 
 

 

Recent Maritime Security Incidents off Yemen 

 
 

➢ The Centre monitored advisories issued by UKMTO and MSCHOA regarding an explosion onboard a tanker 

at an oil terminal on the southern coast of Yemen on 03 Oct 20.  

➢ It was reported that the Malta flagged tanker SYRA had experienced one or two explosions while loading 

crude at the Al-Nashima export terminal. The tanker departed the terminal subsequently and sailed towards 

Fujairah. Reportedly, no crew were harmed but, some ballast-tanks were reportedly damaged and based on satellite 

imagery an oil spill was reported in vicinity of the terminal.  

➢ Considering there were no reports that indicated presence of drifting sea mines in the area, it is believed that 

this was a targeted attack.  

➢ As per assessment of DNK-IOC, this attack is a fall-out of the ongoing conflict in the country. Considering 

the flag-state of the tanker has no role in the conflict, the attack was appreciated to be aimed at disrupting the oil 

exports from the region and the terminal.  

➢ Further, based on the reports of maritime agencies, it is understood that the suspicious approach reported on 

04 Oct 20 was possibly by the same group that attacked MT SYRA on 03 Oct 20.  

➢ In addition to these two incidents, on 05 Oct 20, the Arab Coalition, intercepted and destroyed a remotely 

controlled waterborne explosive device (RC-WBIED) near Saleef port. It was reported the coalition forces prevented 

an imminent attack. 

➢ The increased monitoring of hybrid threats viz., WBIED, mines, remotely controlled unmanned skiffs (as 

observed in Mar 20) complicates the security situation in the area.  

➢ Based on the inputs of Industry Releasable Threat Assessment (IRTA) issued by Combined Maritime Forces 

(CMF) and European Union Naval Force (EU NAVFOR), the risk from hybrid threats is limited to Saudi Arabia and 

SLC flagged vessels. However, the possibility of mis-identification and collateral damage does transfer risk to 

vessels transiting the area.  

➢ Mariners are advised to continue to exercise caution and ensure strict adherence to BMP5 and other 

preventive measures already being undertaken by the vessels. 
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• Indian Naval Ships contributes to Nobel Winning World Food Programme. 

 

United Nations World Food Programme (UNWFP) - formed in 1961 is the world’s 

largest humanitarian organisation. UNWFP was selected from amongst 318 nominees 

and awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 2020 on 09 Oct 20 for its efforts to combat 

hunger, contribution to bettering conditions for peace in conflict-affected areas and 

prevent the use of hunger as a weapon of war and conflict. Indian Navy is proud to 

have contributed to the World food Programme in the IOR. On 12 Jun 20,  INS 

AIRAVAT provided escort to MV JUIST despite rough weather and delivered food aid 

to Mogadishu, East coast of Somalia. In Dec 19, INS TRIKAND, a front-line warship 

of the Indian Navy provided escort to MV ANNIKA for transporting relief materials 

through piracy prone areas.  

 

• IMO’s global action to protect marine bio-diversity. 

 

IMO issued guidelines on the management of ships’ ballast water, bio-

fouling and anti-fouling systems helps to prevent the transfer of aquatic organisms to 

new environments via shipping. This reduces the risk of invasion from non-

indigenous species that can harm local ecosystems.  IMO treaties also play a 

fundamental role in limiting the dumping of waste at sea, which helps minimise the 

marine pollution and limit impacts on biodiversity. The full article can be accessed on 

the following link:  

https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/Pages/WhatsNew-1538.aspx 

 

• Vessel Insurance premiums jump as JWC redraws Gulf of Guinea risk area. 

 

The Joint War Committee (JWC) expanded its Gulf of Guinea listed area further 

South and East following an uptick in piracy attacks. The JWC’s listed area was 

last changed in 2013 and previously covered only the exclusive economic zones of 

Togo, Benin and Nigeria North. It has updated the listed areas and now extends 

between Lome, Togo to a point about 340 nm West of Cape Lopez, Gabon in the 

South. A change in the Listed Area allows underwriters to charge more to cover 

vessels that travel through the region because Shipowners who are required to sail 

in the Gulf of Guinea will have to obtain the approval of their insurer before they 

can enter these waters.  
 

 

• Vizhinjam (India) to be declared as international hub for crew-change. 

 

Vizhinjam, a region located in Kerala on the west coast of India has been 

declared as an international crew change and bunkering hub on 05 Oct 20. 

The Kerala Maritime Board, shipping agents and other stakeholders have 

commenced steps to exploit the demand for anchorage, the cheapest option 

for cargo-laden ships to drop off crew working beyond their contract tenure 

and to bring in relievers to the vessel. Apart from crew-change, the port will 

be a centre for delivering food and essentials to cargo ships, maintenance, 

filling fuel, bringing spare parts, cleaning tankers and other purposes. 

Information/ Events of Interest 
 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/IndianNavy?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/INSAiravat?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/INSAiravat?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Mogadishu?src=hashtag_click
https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/Pages/WhatsNew-1538.aspx
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• The world’s newest, largest, non-governmental hospital ship - GLOBAL MERCY. 

 

US-based Mercy Ships that uses hospital ships to deliver free, world-

class healthcare services, capacity building, and sustainable development 

to those with little access in the developing world has recently announced 

a first look at the construction of the world's largest NGO hospital ship 

which plans to sail to Africa in late 2021 under the name of GLOBAL 

MERCY. It is the world’s newest, largest, non-governmental hospital 

ship, measuring 174 mtrs. Over her 50-year expected lifespan, more than 

150,000 lives are estimated to be changed onboard through surgery alone. 

The GLOBAL MERCY will deliver a safe and clean environment to 

various African nations, providing help and resources from some of the 

most well-trained physicians in the world.  

 

 

• Orders placed for World’s first zero-emission electric tankers. 

Tokyo-based Asahi Tanker Co Ltd officially placed orders for two of the 

World’s first zero-emission electric-powered tankers, to be powered 

completely by large-capacity lithium ion batteries. The two tankers will 

adopt the “e5 tanker” design developed by e5 Lab Inc. The Japanese 

consortium, made up by Asahi Tanker Co Ltd, Exeno Yamamizu 

Corporation, MOL and Mitsubishi Corporation, was launched in 2019 

aiming to provide new infrastructure services with a focus on electric 

vessels. The two tankers are expected to achieve zero emissions of CO2, 

NOx, SOx and particulates with their all-electric core energy system, as 

well as reduced noise pollution in the bay and its surroundings. 

 

 

• Seeing below the surface: LADAR trials promise enhanced vessel safety. 

 

The innovative LADAR technology is being tested onboard 

operating vessels to help Captains to see not only objects on the 

surface of the water, but underneath. LADAR is a light-based laser 

technology anti-collision system that identifies floating objects on 

or under the surface of the water, including drifting fishing nets, 

logs, containers and ice, but also plastic and other flotsam. The 

system can detect items that lie well ahead, as the ship is sailing. 

The system was put to the test on a COLOR LINE ferry in the seas 

around Scandinavia, then on a test vessel in the Mediterranean. By 

informing the bridge of the real-time status of moving sandbanks, 

it helped the ferry’s officers to perform safe deviation from the set 

course, maximizing fuel efficiency without an increased risk of 

grounding.  

 

 

• International Code for ships operating in Polar Waters (Polar Code) by IMO. 

 

IMO's International Code for Ships Operating in Polar Waters (Polar Code) is mandatory 

under both the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) and the 

International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL). The 

Polar Code covers the full range of design, construction, equipment, operational, training, 

search and rescue and environmental protection matters relevant to ships operating in the 

inhospitable waters surrounding the two poles. The Polar Code includes mandatory 

measures covering safety part (part I-A) and pollution prevention (part II-A) and 

recommendatory provisions for both (parts I-B and II-B). 

https://safety4sea.com/watch-japanese-consortium-to-develop-first-fully-electric-tanker/
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• Two Brasilian pilots and officer from the Philippines selected for 2020 IMO Bravery at Sea award. 

 

Two Brasilian pilots who averted an environmental disaster (oil spill) and an 

officer from the Philippines who ensured the survival of fellow passengers 

from a sinking vessel while off-duty will receive the 2020 IMO Award for 

Exceptional Bravery at Sea. The awards will be presented at an awards 

ceremony to be scheduled by IMO Secretary-General. The annual 

award provides international recognition for those who, at the risk of losing 

their own life, perform acts of exceptional bravery, displaying outstanding 

courage in attempting to save life at sea or in attempting to prevent or mitigate 

damage to the marine environment. Such acts of bravery may also involve 

extraordinary skills in very difficult conditions or any other display of 

outstanding courage. 

 

 

• Security Warning for vessels operating in Gulf of Guinea-Do not switch off the AIS in Nigerian waters. 

 

On 05 Oct 20, the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) issued 

a notice, warning its clients and other stakeholders that the Nigerian Navy 

will investigate and apprehend ships that switch off their automatic 

identification system (AIS) when operating in Nigerian waters. NNPC in a 

statement drew the attention of masters of obligations under SOLAS Reg 

V/19 to maintain their AIS in operation, when underway or at anchor. The 

NNPC warning notice can be accessed on the following link:  

http://www.gard.no/Content/30551908/NNPC_Memo_Oct20.pdf 

 

 

 

• MOL testing autonomous collision avoidance technology. 

 

Japanese shipping Mitsui O.S.K. Lines (MOL) is studying autonomous 

collision avoidance technology in Tokyo Bay. The goal of the study will be 

to develop an advanced navigation support system that paves the way for 

autonomous collision avoidance using rule-based artificial intelligence and 

machine learning algorithms. This will enable systems to estimate several 

Obstacle Zones by Target (OZT) among different ships and propose a route 

that minimises the risk of a collision. Testing has already taken place in the 

congested waters of Tokyo Bay using Tokyo University of Marine Science 

and Technology’s training ship Shioji Maru.  

 

 

• IMO forges ahead with development of new short-term measures to implement GHG strategy. 

 

New mandatory measures to cut the carbon intensity of existing ships have 

been agreed by an International Maritime Organisation (IMO) working group. This 

marks a major step forward, building on current mandatory energy efficiency 

requirements to further reduce greenhouse gas emissions from shipping. The 

proposed amendments to the MARPOL convention would require ships to combine a 

technical and an operational approach to reduce their carbon intensity. This is in line 

with the ambition of the Initial IMO GHG Strategy, which aims to reduce carbon 

intensity of international shipping by 40% by 2030, compared to 2008. The full 

article can be accessed on the following link: 

https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/pages/36-ISWG-GHG-7.aspx 

 

 

http://www.gard.no/Content/30551908/NNPC_Memo_Oct20.pdf
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• Seven Nigerian stowaways held after special services storm oil tanker. 

 

On 25 Oct 20, an incident involving seven stowaways occurred on the 

Liberia flagged crude oil tanker NAVE ANDROMEDA. The vessel was 

reportedly on its way from Lagos, Nigeria (having left the port of 

Lagos on 06 Oct 20) to Southampton, United Kingdom (UK). The men 

were detained when military forces stormed the vessel which was 

thought to have been hijacked off the Isle of Wight on 25 Oct 20. 

Subsequently, 16 members of the Special Boat Service (SBS) ended a 

10-hour stand-off which started when stowaways onboard the ship 

reportedly became violent. The seven Nigerian stowaways were 

subsequently arrested by the police ‘for seizing or exercising control of 

a ship by use of threats or force’ under Sections 9(1) and (3) of the 

Aviation and Maritime and Security Act 1990 (AMSA). 

 

• Tracking sea turtle egg traffickers with GPS-enabled decoy eggs. 

 

By placing 3D-printed and GPS-enabled decoy sea turtle eggs into nests 

on the beach, it is possible to gather key evidence needed to expose 

rampant illegal trade of the eggs. 3D-printed decoy eggs with GPS 

trackers, called INVESTEGGATOR. These can track eggs that have 

been illegally removed and could help identify the chain involved in their 

illegal trade. The decoy eggs, about the size of a ping-pong ball, were 

developed by conservation organisation Paso Pacifico in Nicaragua to 

fight wildlife poaching. Reportedly, placing a decoy into a turtle nest did 

not damage the incubating embryos and that the decoys work. 

 

 

• The eighth edition of the bilateral SLINEX-20 held from 19- 20 Oct 20. 

 
The eighth edition of annual India – Sri Lanka bilateral naval 

maritime exercise, SLINEX-20 was held at Trincomalee, Sri 

Lanka from 19 to 21 Oct 20. Sri Lanka fielded an offshore 

patrol vessel and a training ship, while India participated with 

two indigenously built corvettes, INS KAMORTA and INS 

KILTAN, along with onboard helicopters and a Dornier 228 

short-range maritime reconnaissance aircraft. SLINEX-20 

aimed to enhance inter-operability, improve mutual 

understanding and exchange best practices and procedures for 

multi-faceted maritime operations between both navies. The 

exercise is a step to strengthen bilateral ties and reiterated 

India’s policy of ‘Neighbourhood First’ and ‘Security and 

Growth for all in the Region (SAGAR)’. 

 

• Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of Oct 20 in IOR region has been uploaded on    

IFC-IOR website for reference.  

https://twitter.com/DefenceHQ/status/1320459231108227072
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IMO 

 

 

IMB-PRC 

 

ReCAAP 

 

RMIFC Madagascar 

 

MDAT-GoG 

 

IFC Singapore 

 

DNK-IOC 

 

GARD 

 

Windward 

 

Safety4sea 

 

https://arxmaritime.com/ 

  

https://gisis.imo.org/ 

  

https://www.icc-ccs.org/ 

  

https://www.fleetmon.com/ 

 

https://www.omanobserver.om/ 

 

https://www.thesundaily.my/ 

 

http://www.colombopage.com/ 

 

http://bernama.com/  

 

http://maritimereview.co.za/ 

 

https://www.nst.com.my/ 

 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/ 

 

https://www.vesseltracker.com/ 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ 

     

https://www.infomigrants.net/ 

 

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/ 

 

https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/  

Sources/ News Links 
 

https://arxmaritime.com/
https://gisis.imo.org/
https://www.icc-ccs.org/
https://www.fleetmon.com/
https://www.omanobserver.om/
https://www.thesundaily.my/
http://www.colombopage.com/
http://bernama.com/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/
https://www.vesseltracker.com/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
https://www.infomigrants.net/
https://combinedmaritimeforces.com/
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✓ Remain cognizant of the regional and international environment affecting maritime security and safety in the 

IOR.  

 

✓ Establish linkages and coordinate with national agencies and multinational constructs that are relevant to 

maritime safety and security. 

 

✓ Maintain a Common Operational Picture (COP) in the unclassified domain, for the IOR and beyond. 

 

✓ Share country specific COP and share maritime security/ safety related information of common concern with 

participants.  

 

✓ Liaison and interact with other maritime stakeholders by means of regular visits, seminars, workshops, exercises 

(Maritime Security/ MARSEC) and training modules (MDA, MARSEC, HADR etc). 

 

✓ Collate, analyse and disseminate information related to maritime safety and Humanitarian Assistance and 

Disaster Relief (HADR) requirements from sea. 

 

✓ Generation of Incident Reports and Situation Reports (SITREPS) on incidents and Vessels of Interest (VOIs) and 

share with concerned agencies. 

 

✓ Publish a Monthly Report and Advisories as required. 

 

✓ Host Liaison Officers from participant countries.  

 

✓ Disseminate unclassified information relevant to submarine safety.  

 

✓ Trend and Predictive Analysis of historical data gathered from various national and international agencies. 

  

Charter of IFC-IOR 
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Disclaimer 

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s monthly report has been derived from various internal and 

external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The 

report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure safety and 

security of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of data, 

due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information contained therein. IFC-IOR requests 

and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake accurate predictive 

and prescriptive analysis and build a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain.  

The information contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the 

Indian Government or Indian Navy in any manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Details 

In case of any incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact IFC-IOR:- 

Website: -  https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/index.html 

Email: - ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in 

Tel: -  +91 1242208385, +91 7428963733 

Fax: -  +91 1242209385 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/

